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Just because we are battling against COVID, we should
not forget other dangers such as dengue and chikungunya
which happen during the rainy season: State Counsellor

immunity level. If fever develops, you should take it
seriously and go to the nearest health department

TATE Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi s, -
wrote on her Facebook page yesterday that C

just because we are battling against COVID, we The S tTe'n'u,O’u,S and receive treatment. However, there is no need
should not forget other dangers such as dengue and to have excessive worries.
chikungunya which happen during the rainy season. Qﬁc O’rts tha,t we have Due to COVID, programmes for giving regular
This was what she wrote: vaccinations and oral administrations to children
Monsoon has set in. As the word “monsoon” is to make fO'r the could not be done on time. These vaccinations are
derived from the Arabic word “season”, we should very important during the life time of children; for
call it “seasonal wind”. development Of a this reason, the Ministry of Health and Sports has

In Myanmar, we are now in the rainy season. initiated this programme even as we are preventing

However, it is nothing like the rainy season that we CO’LL’nt’ry and make the and controlling COVID. I want the parents to coop-
are used to as children. This is not to say “oh, when erate with us with special efforts.

we were young it. w.as-not like tl-lis” as is the habit of lzv es Of our p eople S afe Sometimes I wonder. The strenuous efforts that

elderly folks. This is just to point out the nature of we have to make for the development of a country
o protect ourseives from sensonal aneases, Q1L S€CUTE, CAMMOL De T e it tme it
we should ot forget ot dangers suen as cen. O lik@ @ S€ASOMAL Ml srengeh
o o e s, Wind with @ time i, s ot

level. Especially at times like this, we need a high

(Translated by Kyaw Myaing)

Myanmar COVID-19 cases stand at 224 as 17 more cases reported on 30 May 2020

SEVENTEEN more cases of COVID-19 were reported in Myanmar on 30 May, making Out of the country’s 224 confirmed cases, six died, 130 persons have recovered
the country’s total tally 224. The latest cases are nine males and eight females who and 124 have been discharged from hospitals, according to the report of Ministry of
returned from India. Health and Sports.—MNA (Translated by Kyaw Zin Lin)

COVID-19 in Myanmar on 30 May: 17 new imported cases, total figure reaches to 224

Updated at 8 pm, 30 May 2020

Total Case 224 M Total Death Tally 6

Recovery Update on 30 May 2020 after two consecutive tests

Total Recovery 130 New Recovery 0 Discﬁils‘?gfmm 194 New PUI
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1,152 returness arrive back in Myanmar
through Myawady border bridge

yesterday. PHOTO: HTEIN LIN AUNG (IPRD)

Atotal of 1,152 Myanmar migrant
workers from Thailand returned
through the Myanmar-Thai
Friendship Bridge (2) yesterday.

Of them, 504 returned under
the repatriation programme ar-
ranged by Myanmar Embassy in
Thailand, and 648 came back by
themselves.

Kayin State Hluttaw Rep-
resentative U Thant Zin Aung,
District Administrator U Tayzar
Aung, Deputy District Adminis-

Lt-Col Thet Lin Oo, Township
Administrator U Phyo Zaw Ko
Ko, and officials checked the re-
turnees’ health conditions, and
fulfilled their needs.

Out of them, the returnees
arrived back on 13, 14 and 15 May,
and 45 of 90 returnees on 17 May;,
and 52 of 1,434 returnees on 27
May are those who were freed
from the prisons in Thailand.
Therefore, Thai officials hand-
ed over them to the Myanmar

Yesterday’s returnees in-
clude 45 from Kachin State, 7
from Kayah State, 200 from Kay-
in State, 157 from Mon State, 33
from Sagaing Region, 242 Bago
Region, 93 from Magway Re-
gion, 32 from Yangon Region,
127 from Mandalay, 19 from Nay
Pyi Taw, 120 from Shan State, 18
from Taninthayi, 19 from Rakhine
State, and 40 from Ayeyawady Re-
gion. — Htein Lin Aung IPRD)

Notification on overcoming
anxiety during COVID-19

People can face anxiety during COVID-19 and remember not to
resolve things with anger, not act out of impulse, avoid alcohol
and drug abuse, search for solutions together with family mem-
bers and close friends, perform physical activities according to
weather and health situation, eat nutritional foods, get enough
sleep to resolve mental pressure.

Everyone can put these suggestions into practice to prevent
their mental health from become fatigued and boost willpow-
er. — Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement &
Myanmar Medical Association (Mental Health Unit)

COVID-19 Call
Centre opens daily

IN efforts to speed up the prevention, containment and treat-
ment of the COVID-19 disease, the call centre is established by
four communications operators and the Blue Ocean Company
with the coordination of the Medical Research Department of the
Health and Sports Ministry and Post and Telecommunications
Department from 8 am to 8 pm daily at the Medical Research
Department in Yangon.

Over 43 staff from the Medical Research Department and
17 volunteers from the Myanmar Medical Association totally 60

workers have been working at the centre since 8 April—MNA

trator U Aung Chan Nyein, Police  authorities. (Translated by Kyaw Zin Tun)

COVID-19 in Myanmar on 30 May: 17 new imported cases, total figure reaches to 224

FROM PAGE-1
New COVID-19 Cases Updated at 8 pm 30 May 2020

G g | Gonder | daress e et e tory | hoama 07l L st | Remar
208 40 Female | Botahtaung Township, Yangon Region No Yes, India gggf:}ilag:‘z(:ll(?g;tal Positive I—&e;gg:fge(gﬁ;?nﬁne
209 23 Male Mingala Taungnyunt Township, Yangon Region | No Yes, India Positive

210 20 Male Mingala Taungnyunt Township, Yangon Region | No Yes, India Positive

211 29 Female | Tamway Township, Yangon Region No Yes, India Positive

212 49 | Female | Tamway Township, Yangon Region No Yes, India Positive

213 46 Male Pabedan Township, Yangon Region No Yes, India Positive

214 52 Female | Pabedan Township, Yangon Region No Yes, India

215 45 Female | Tamway Township, Yangon Region No Yes, India Positive

216 32 Female | Ahlon Township, Yangon Region No Yes, India Positive

217 47 Female | Mingala Taungnyunt Township, Yangon Region | No Yes, India gﬁisg?fﬁi Specialist Positive

218 4 Female | Mingala Taungnyunt Township, Yangon Region | No Yes, India Positive

219 61 Male Mingala Taungnyunt Township, Yangon Region | No Yes, India Positive

220 9 Male Mingala Taungnyunt Township, Yangon Region | No Yes, India Positive

221 19 Male Mingala Taungnyunt Township, Yangon Region | No Yes, India Positive

222 47 | Male Mingala Taungnyunt Township, Yangon Region | No Yes, India Positive

223 31 Male Taungtha Township, Mandalay Region No Yes, India Positive

224 26 | Male Taungtha Township, Mandalay Region No Yes, India Positive

Ministry of Health and Sports (Translated by Aung Khin)
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“People are the key”

Union Construction Minister inspects developm

UNION Minister for Construction
U Han Zaw inspected the devel-
opment progress in Magway and
Ayeyawady regions via video con-
ferencing yesterday.

Deputy Minister Dr Kyaw
Lin, and directors-general, direc-
tors and officials from the bridge,
road, and rural development
departments joined the virtual
meeting.

At the meeting, Director
(Civil) of Road Department in
Magway Region, U San Min
Aung, explained the construction
progress of roads and bridges
in Magway Region using pow-
er point. Director (Civil) from
the Special Bridge Construction
Team (3) of Bridge Department
U Htay Aung reported on the con-
struction progress and COVID-19
preventive measures in the pro-
jects in Ayeyawady Region.

YO

Union Minister for Construction U Han Zaw and party (right photo) inspect the Yaw Chaung Bridge on Pakokku-Seikphyu road in Magway Region via

the video conference on 30 May 2020. PHOTO : MNA

Deputy Director (Civil) from
the Special Bridge Construction
Team (5) of Bridge Department
U Aung Nyo, Assistant Director
(CiviD from the Special Bridge
Construction Team (3) of Bridge
Department U Tin Naing Ko Ko,
Director (Civil) of Rural Road De-

velopment Department U Thein
San Hlaing, Director of Urban
and Housing Development De-
partment U Tun Myint Aung, and
Assistant Director from Special
Construction Team (5) of Build-
ing Department U Aung Ko also
explained their construction pro-

jects in Magway Region.

The Union Minister and the
Deputy Minister inspected the
development progresses in the
region via the video meeting, and
urged the directors to consider
the complement of housing and
building projects in time. The

ent projects via virtual meeting

g

Union Minister also urged the
directors to cooperate with the
Region government in planting
trees along the roads to create a
green region, and to try hard for
the development of transporta-
tion sector in the region. — MINA
(Translated by Kyaw Zin Tun)

Myanmar citizens come back home from
Thailand via Kawthoung border

A total of 129 Myanmar mi-
grant workers from Thailand,
70 males and 59 females, ar-
rived back in Kawthoung via
Ranong in Thailand by water-
way yesterday.

Most of them returned
home from Phuket under the
arrangement of Taninthayi Re-
gion committee for receiving
and repatriation of Myanmar
migrant workers.

Members of District and

Township committee for COV-
ID-19 prevention, control and
treatment, departmental offi-
cials, and non-governmental
organizations checked the re-
turnees’ health conditions, and
fulfilled other needs for them.

Out of them, those who are
from other regions and states
were sent back to their native
places. In their wards and vil-
lages, they will have to receive
community-based facility quar-

antine for 21 days, and home
quarantine for 7 days.

Those who are from Ka-
wthoung were quarantined
in community-based facili-
ty quarantine centres for 21
days, and will be quarantined
at their homes for additional
7 days. Then, their swabs will
be sent to the National Health
Department.—Kyaw Soe (Ka-
wthoung)

(Translated by Kyaw Zin Tun)

Officials in Kawthoung (right) check the health conditions of returnees (left) in Kawthoung on 30 May.
PHOTO : KYAW SOE (KAWTHOUNG)

No one injured in veranda
collapse at five-storey
building in Yangon

I ’ |

The collapsed veranda of the five-storey apartment seen in Sangyaung
Township, Yangon. PHOTO: ZAW GYI

A veranda of five-storey apart-
ment building collapsed in Sang-
yaung Township, Yangon, yes-
terday evening, and members of
Fire Services Department and
rescue teams evacuated the
residents.

“We noticed some concrete
particles dropped from the upper
level of apartment, and bigger
concrete solids fell down before
the collapse tonight,” said a
woman living on the first floor
of that building.

The damages occurred at
the ceiling, front veranda and
facade of the top floor.

Three family members were
taken out from this apartment by
the rescue members.

Regarding the incident, Yan-
gon Mayor U Maung Maung Soe
told the Myanmar News Agency
that strength of the building has
declined, and construction his-
tory of this building will also be
investigated.

He added relevant organiza-
tions will help the residents with
their temporary accommodation
and their belongings and house-
hold items will be taken out from
that building.—Zaw Gyi

(Translated by Aung Khin)
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Ministry of State Counsellor O
about handling of prevailing issues

HE Ministry of State

I Counsellor Office organ-

ized avideo press briefing

yesterday with local and foreign

media about the internal issues

and the government’s handling
of them.

Director-General U Zaw
Htay spoke on the new 17 im-
ported cases of COVID-19 from
India, climbing the figure up to
224, while a total of 130 persons
have been recovered from the
disease and 122 persons have
been discharged from the hos-
pitals despite the death toll of 6;
the National Central Commit-
tee for Prevention, Control and
Containment of COVID-19 has
issued an announcement to ex-
tend announcements, orders and
directives of 28 May to 15 June.

The Ministry of Health and
Sports removed the Stay Home
restrictions from Bahan, South
Okkalapa, Pabedan and Tamway
townships of Yangon Region on
28 May, and the central commit-
tee alsoissued an announcement
for the Union-level organizations,
region/state governments and
Nay Pyi Taw Council to resume
daily duties of their staff com-
mencing 1 June in line with the
rules and regulations of the Min-
istry of Health and Sports; and
to arrange ferry buses with only
the half number of staff for each
trip to ensure social distancing.

Local and foreign journalists
raised questions about Myan-
mar’s recent report to ICJ, legal
actions against the responsible
person in the Victoria case, on-
going and possible actions on
holding a religious festival at the
Botahtaung pagoda, situations
of Myanmar citizens who were
detained after participating in
the Islam religious event in In-
dia, removal of squatters from
the place where fire broke out
in Sittway Township and assas-
sination of ward administrative
officer; investigation of arson at-
tacks on the houses in Letkar
village in MraukU Township,
the warning of AA to remove all
the administrative sectors and
armed forces from Rakhine
State, the COVID-19 assistance
of Tatmadaw to the control are-
as ethnic armed groups, aid for
internally displaced persons in
northern Shan State, the amount
of COVID-19 relief aid to public in
the next round of assistance, the
time for distribution and norms
for selecting targeted people,
detailed plans for reopening of
school, plans for easing restric-
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Director-General of Ministry of State Counsellor Office U Zaw Htay holds an online press briefing with
journalists about government's handling of prevailing issues yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

tions beginning 1 January, relo-
cation of Kyauktalon IDP camp
in Kyaukpyu Township, repatri-
ation programme for Myanmar
citizens from foreign countries,
the latest purchase of helicopter,
negotiations with ethnic armed
organizations for holding peace
conference, criticism of the gov-
ernment’s handling of the COV-
ID-19, shares of former military
personnel in the military-owned
businesses, preparation or hold-
ing the 2020 General Election and
expenditures of loans for peace
and development of ethnic areas.

In answering the questions,
the Director-General said that it
was reported that three police
officers who are mainly responsi-
ble for investigating the Victoria
case have been suspended from
promotion; Myanmar citizens
who took part in an Islamic re-
ligious event were intercepted
by the Gaya immigration au-
thorities, while trying to board a
relief flight to Yangon, they were
charged with the laws on com-
municable disease, natural disas-
ter management and tourism, as
they were detained at a hotel in
Gaya, the India authorities also
filed legal actions against the six
religious leaders who organized
the event, hundreds of persons
from 34 countries are also fac-
inglegal actions in this case, the
Myanmar embassy will closely
watch the case of 22 Myanmar
citizens and report back to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Myanmar.

Asregards the government’s
measure in solving the problems
of Kyauktalon IDP camp, the DG
said the Ministry of Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement
is the organization mainly re-
sponsible for the Kyauktalon IDP
camp. The country is drawing a

strategy in connection with the
IDP camps, and consultation is
carried out with the involvement
of international organizations.
The National Plan Strategy cov-
ering the whole country has been
drawn, and the drawing of the
region/state-wise action plan is
underway.

He said, because of the re-
gional diversity, a pilot program
was first launched. IDPs stay-
ing at the Kyauktalon IDP camp
have arrived there since 2012. It
is a Closing Action Plan of the
IDP camps in Rakhine State.
Consultation was carried out by

among some IDPs. We will not
use force in the resettlement
programme. If the land recla-
mation is stopped, there will be
inundation in the rainy season,
and it may cause too much loss
for the country. So, we are trying
to complete the work. Officials
of the Ministry of SWRR and
Rakhine State government will
carry out consultation again at
the place. Moreover, the officials
will meet with the IDPs and look
into their requirements and help
them overcome their fears.
The Kyauktalon camp is
important as it is a pilot project,

The government had raised the
1ssue of holding the Union Peace
Conference: 21* Century Panglong.
The Union Election Commission
has already said that the elections
will be held in the coming
November.

Union Minister Dr Win Myat Aye
and Chief Minister U Nyi Pu with
the aim of conducting the reset-
tlement programme after the
consultation is done by the Union
Minister and the Chief Minister
level. Some want to return home.
Normally, resettling them at their
native place is a better idea. But
we must study the situation. The
planis to arrange a better home
for them. The Ministry of Border
Affairs has already explained the
matter at the parliament. Em-
bankment is required, as without
the embankment land reclama-
tion will have to be done again
in the rainy season. Such delays
may cause misunderstanding

and the adoption of the action
plan will be based on the lessons
gained from the pilot project. Ac-
cording to our knowledge, some
IDPs want to move to a new place
and others want to stay at the
camp. Only few IDPs want to
return to their native place, as
some had already sold their land.
So, there will be no forced reset-
tlement. The Ministry of SWRR
will take coordinated measures.

The DG said the State lead-
ers are giving guidance for the
observance of the Union Peace
Conference: 21st Century Pan-
glong. The Government and the
EAOs, the signatories to NCA,
have held meetings for two times,

fice holds press briefing

apart from holding frequent in-
formal meetings. According to
the consent, the part (3) of the
Union Agreement will be signed
at the conference. There will
be three phases in signing the
part. The NCA implementation
framework includes 10 agreed
points. They are agreed by the
both sides. Another ten points
are still under negotiations. Of
them, an accord for four or five
points can be reached between
the Government and the EAOS
through sharing views.

The stage by stage work
programmes for post-2020 elec-
tions and phase by phase im-
plementation work have eight
major topics. Seven of them have
been agreed and the last one is
the security issue. The Tatmad-
aw and the Government want to
proceed under the topic “security
reconciliation”. So it is still under
negotiations.

The State Counsellor in her
keynote speech at the fourth an-
niversary of the NCA said that
the policy for the establishment
of a federal had five points. EAOs
have already accepted them, and
the government has also agreed
the points and made a proposal
to present them. The EAOs also
agreed the five points as the ones
so supportive for the federal. The
government had raised the issue
of holding the Union Peace Con-
ference: 21% Century Panglong,
The Union Election Commission
has already said that the elec-
tions will be held in the coming
November. UEC designated the
three-month pre-election period
as the campaign period. Accord-
ing to the proposal, the confer-
ence will not be held later than
July. The representatives to the
conference will be invited five
days ahead of the conference.

The country will send a
passenger plane to Chiang Mai
where the majority of EAOs lead-
ers live in coordination with the
Thai government. A direct Nay
Pyi Taw-Tachilek flight has also
been proposed. 150 representa-
tives of the Government and the
parliament, 150 representatives
of the Tatmadaw, 150 represent-
atives of political parties group,
150 representatives of EAOs, 50
essential representatives and 50
representatives of ethnic groups
attended the previous confer-
ence. A proposal has been made
to limit the number of represent-
atives to one third of the number
of the previous conference.

SEE PAGE-6
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Myanmar earns over $ 542 min from rice export as of 15 May

THE volume of exported rice
and broken rice between 1 Oc-
tober and 15 May in this fiscal
2019-2020 is estimated to have
reached nearly 1.9 million
tonnes which is worth over
US$542.9 million, according to
the official data released by the
Ministry of Commerce.

During the period, over
1.25 million tonnes of rice worth
more than $374.3 million were
exported to 62 countries while
more than 643,722 tonnes of
broken rice worth over $168.6
million were exported to 53
countries.

Myanmar exports rice
through the border and via
maritime trade. Myanmar’s rice
goes to China through the Muse
border and to EU and African
markets through a maritime
trade route.

China is the main buyer of
Myanmar rice, followed by Mad-

agascar and the Philippines.
Guinea is the fourth-largest
buyer while Malaysia is the
fifth-largest buyer of Myanmar
rice. The European Union coun-
tries account for over 14.84 per
cent of rice exports while 37.55
per cent of rice grown in Myan-
mar goes to African countries.

“At present, Myanmar’s
rice is highly demanded in the
international market amid coro-
navirus pandemic. Foreign buy-
ers are offering a higher price,”
said an MRF official.

The export value of rice and
broken rice via border trade
route reached more than $78.08
million accounting for 14 per
cent of total rice export value.
The export value of rice and
broken rice via maritime trade
route hit $470.8 million, account-
ing for 85 per cent of total rice
export value. —Aye Cho

(Translated by Hay Mar)

R

] i‘“ “!&!};

Y
" WS RS

L& ‘_)9/2(_.( o3, .
P L

Farmers packaging the rice bags at a warehouse in Yangon. PHOTO: TIN ZAR HLAING

Monywa commodity depot to reopen on 2 June

Monywa commodity depot is
arranging to reopen its market
on 2 June, said U Tin Ko Ko,
the person in charge of Monywa

commodity depot information.

“The proposal is submit-
ted to the Monywa township
labour inspection department.

File photo shows merchants are evaluating the quality of beans as
Myanmar is one of a big markets for various kinds of bean.
PHOTO: MYO WIN TUN (MONYWA)

The officials from the labour
inspection department and
health department inspected
the market. They said they will
give the permission card to reo-
pen the market on 30 May. If we
received the permission card,
we will reopen on 2 June,” said
U Tin Ko Ko.

The Monywa commodity
depot was closed temporarily
starting from 1 April to prevent
the spreading of coronavirus
disease. If the commodity depot
reopens, the shop owners and
their staff must wear the mask,
wash their hands, measure the
temperature and stand with four
feet away from each other.

During the closure of the
commodity depot, the shop own-
ers are selling their products by
using their phone via online sys-
tem. —Myo Win Tun (Monywa)

(Translated by Hay Mar)

THE total trade value at 18 bor-
der trade camps as of 15 May,
this fiscal year (FY) exceeded
US$7.13 billion, according to
the Ministry of Commerce.

The total border trade val-
ue amounted to $7.126 billion
between 1 October and 15 May
01 2019-2020 FY, up to $446 mil-
lion compared with the same
period last year.

The total border trade
value, as of 15 May this FY,
included $4.95 billion in exports
and $2.18 billion in imports.
Compared with the last FY, the
export earnings went up by
more than $86.8 million, while
the import value increased
by $359 million. This time last
year, the border trade was val-
ued at $6.68 billion.

Myanmar border trade is

Total border trade
value exceeds $7.13 bln

being conducted through 18
border trade points with four
neighbouring countries — Chi-
na, Thailand, India and Bang-
ladesh.

Among all the border
points, the Muse border sees
the largest volume and value
of border trade, with an esti-
mated value of more than $3.08
billion this FY, followed by Ht-
eekhee with $1.28 billion and
Myawady with $768 million.

Myanmar’s major ex-
port items are farm, animal,
marine, forest, mining, CMP
and other products. Myanmar
mainly imports capital goods,
industrial raw materials, per-
sonal goods and CMP raw ma-
terials. —Zwe

(Translated by Hay Mar)

Magway reopens express bus lines outside region

THE passenger highway bus
lines in Magway region have
been granted permission to
resume their services outside
of the region, according to the
Magway Region Licencing and
Transportation Supervision De-
partment.

To prevent spreading of
coronavirus in Magway region,
the passenger highway bus lines

were suspended from 10 April to
15 May under the instruction of
the regional government. On 16
May 2020, the regional govern-
ment permitted the buses to
resume in the first phase.

“On 16 May, the buses are
permitted to resume in Magway
region. Under the decision made
at ameeting held on 28 May, the
Magway regional government

granted the highway bus lines
to run the buses to other states
and regions as well as to Nay Pyi
Taw,” said U Thein Han, the re-
gional head of Magway Region
Licencing and Transportation
Supervision Department.

The passenger highway
buses must follow the rules
and regulations adopted by the
Ministry of Health and Sports.

A total of 343 bus lines are op-
erating across the country and
79 bus lines are being operated
in Magway region while 141 bus
lines are being operated from
Magway region to other states
and regions and the remaining
123 bus lines are being operated
from other states and regions to
Magway region—Naing Tway
Translated by Hay Mar)

Call

Thin Thin May,

09251022355,
09974424848.
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Eindu-Kawkareik road improvement project
expected to be completed in 12 months

A road roller operates on the Eindu-Kawkareik road in Kayin State.
PHOTO: SAW MYO MIN THEIN (IPRD)

The Road Department is prepar-
ing to resume the improvement
of Eindu-Kawkareik road in Kay-
in State as the dispute on land
compensation has been settled

this month, said Assistant Direc-
tor Min Banyar Htaw.

The upgrade of two-lane
road with a total length of 64.735
kilometre—40 .44 km of Lot-

1 between Eindu village and
Gyine bridge and 24.295 km of
Lot-2 between Gyine bridge
and Kawkareik— was started
in December 2016. It is a part of
the Greater Mekong Subregion
East-West Economic Corridor,
linking Myanmar to Thailand,
which begins from the Danang
Port of Viet Nam.

Although the improvement
of Eindu-Kawkareik road was
funded by US$100 million loan
from the Asian Development
Bank, $20 million loan from
ASEAN Infrastructure Fund and
$1.8 million from state revenue,
the ADB loan was suspended in
2017 as the project was said to
breach environment conserva-
tion rules in extracting rocks for

the road in Lyunnya Mountain.
The loan was given again only
in May 2019, delaying the project
one and half years. As the local
authorities have negotiated land
compensation this month and
the remaining 4-km road section
could be upgraded after rainy
season, the entire Eindu-Kawka-
reik road could be finalized by
31 May 2021. The China Road
and Bridge Corporation Co. Ltd.,
has won the bid to improve the
road under the management of
Ministry of Construction, and the
road is a major transportation
routes for both passengers and
cargoes between Myanmar and
Thailand.—Saw Myo Min Thein
(IPRD)

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Yangon water ferries to resume as usual starting from 1 June

YANGON Pansodan-Dala wa-
ter ferries will resume as usu-
al starting from 1 June for the
passengers to be able to travel
conveniently, according to the
Delta Division of the Inland Wa-
ter Transport AWT).

The Pansodan-Dala jetty is
the only gateway for the local
people in southern Yangon --
Dala, Twantay, Kawhmu, Kung-
yangon townships and some
townships in Ayeyawady Region
to link with the commerecial city
hub of Yangon. However, the
operation routes of the water
ferries have been reduced from
April to May because of declined
number of passengers in the
coronavirus outbreak period.

“The number of water ferry
passengers has increased these
days compared to last month.

This Pansodan-Dala jetty is one
of the crowded places with the
people because it is the entrance
gate of the Yangon Region. Af-
ter the coronavirus-positive
patients have been found in
Myanmar, the operation of wa-
ter ferry has been reduced. The
travelling of the passengers with
water ferry is not normal in the
water festival period. Starting
from the second week of May,
the people started to go outside
their home. On 27 and 28, May,
around 15,000 passengers trav-
elled. So, the water ferry service
is running 46 routes, as usual,
starting from 1 June. With the in-
creased routes, the passengers
do not need to wait for the ferries
and their travelling time will not
be delayed, said Pansodan Jetty
Manager Daw Khin Khin Nu.

Three ‘Cherry’ water fer-
ries, operating between Panso-
dan and Dala daily, are reopen-
ing to provide transportation
service as in normal period
starting from 1 June. Moreo-
ver, the Z-crafts are operating

up and down from 6 am to 7
pm, transporting the vehicles
and cargos. The Yangon Pan-
sodan-Dala water ferries are
running from 5:30 am to 9 pm
daily. —Naing Lin Kyaw (Dala)

(Translated by Hay Mar)
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The water ferry seen in Yangon River.

PHOTO: NAING LIN KYAW (DALA)

Ministry of State Counsellor Office holds press briefing about handling on ...

FROM PAGE-4

The opening ceremony
will be held at MICC-2 where
seating arrangement will be
under the social distancing
guidelines. The important UP-
DJC and JMC meetings will be
held at the MICC-1. MICC-1 is
more spacious. A six-foot space
can be arranged between one
seat and another. The most im-
portant meetings will be held
at the MICC-2 and the signing
ceremony and the opening cer-
emony will be held at MICC-1.
The issue has been proposed
to the EAOs. The points of the
part (3) of the Union Agreement
will be discussed between the
Government and the EAOs in

June. Programmes are under-
way to call UPDJC and JICM
meetings, which will be followed
by the conference. The com-
ing conference is important as
some changes might occur in
the part of Tatmadaw after 2020,
and the situation of the govern-
ment depends of the election
results. As uncertainty might
appear in relaying the results
reaped from the ongoing dis-
cussions during the five years,
it is required to reach an in-
clusively acceptable ground.
EAOs and Tatmadaw will re-
main as participants, but there
might be changes in the gov-
ernment. The representatives
of the elected government will

take part in the negotiations.
The peace process can be con-
tinued if an accord is reached
on its continued implementa-
tion after 2020 as stated in the
Union Agreement, through
thorough discussions. It is an
important issue and an essen-
tial task for the Government,
the Tatmadaw, the EAOs and
the political parties. Another
factor is that the conference
and the general elections are
the inevitable process for the
national cause, peace process
and federal building.
Asregards the involvement
of retired Tatmadaw officers
in the list of directors of the
Union of Myanmar Economic

Holdings Limited, the DG said
the director-general of Customs
Department and the managing
director of Myanma Port Au-
thority have been included in
the list of directors since the
establishment of the UMEHL.
But we have the knowledge
about it only now. The relevant
ministries also know about the
matter only at present. But ac-
cording the ministries, the two
officials have never attended
the BOD meetings. But legal
assessment of the case will be
made after reviewing it and the
legal counsel is sought from
the Attorney General’s Office.
—Kyaw Han Aung (Translated
by Aung Khin & TMT)
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Coronavirus: latest global developments

PARIS (France) — Here are the
latest developments in the coro-
navirus crisis.

Trump cuts ties with
WHO

US President Donald Trump
delivers a major blow to the fi-
nances of the World Health Or-
ganization, making permanent
his decision to break off ties with
the agency and redirect WHO
funds “to other worldwide and
deserving urgent global public
health needs”.

The move sparks a fierce
backlash.

Germany blasts the deci-

sion as “disappointing” and a
setback for global health, while
Richard Horton, editor of The
Lancet medical journal, says it is
“madness and terrifying”.

“The US government has
gone rogue at a time of human-
itarian emergency,” he tweets.

The European Union calls
on the US to “reconsider”.

More than 364,000
deaths

The pandemic has killed at
least 364,362 people worldwide
since it surfaced in China late
last year, according to an AFP
tally at 1100 GMT on Saturday,

based on official sources.

Nearly six million cases
have been registered in 196
countries and territories.

The United States is the
worst-hit country with 102,836
deaths. It is followed by Britain
with 38,161, Italy with 33,229,
France with 28,714, Brazil with
27,878, and Spain with 27,121.

Uruguay leader in quar-
antine

Uruguayan President Luis
Lacalle Pou is in quarantine af-
ter attending a meeting with an
official who tested positive for
the virus.

Return of NBA?

NBA commissioner Adam
Silver tells team owners he is
targeting a July 31 return to play,
US media reports, but the format
for completing the top basketball
league’s season remains unclear.

Formula 1 green flag

Formula One’s season will
finally get underway with the
Austrian Grand Prix on July 5,
the Austrian government an-
nounces. The Spielberg circuit
will also stage a second race the
following weekend.

Both races will be go ahead
without spectators.

Pisa tower and Paris
parks

In further signs of Euro-
pean countries progressively
emerging from lockdowns, It-
aly’s famed Leaning Tower of
Pisa reopens to visitors as do the
parks in Paris, both shuttered
for months.

Hands off Gibraltar mon-
keys

Authorities in Britain’s tiny
enclave of Gibraltar, fearful of a
virus outbreak among its famous
Barbary monkeys, ban tourists
from touching the animals.
—AFPHE

People walk at a scramble intersection in Tokyo’s Shibuya area on May 30, 2020, on the first weekend after
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe announced an end to the coronavirus state of emergency.
PHOTO :KYODO NEWS

Most areas in Japan to fully reopen
Mon. as new infections fall

TOKYO — Thirty-eight of Ja-
pan’s 47 prefectures are set to
fully reopen their economies on
Monday as they seek to strike a
balance between rebuilding the
economies hit by the coronavi-
rus and implementing measures
to prevent a second wave of in-
fections.

Schools will also reopen
across the country, a week af-

ter Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
fully lifted the nation’s state of
emergency declared over the
pandemic. With businesses re-
suming in stages from early May,
a total of 38 prefectures such as
Hokkaido, Aichi and Hyogo will
lift restrictions on operations of
shops and leisure facilities on
Monday. Given their small num-
ber of infection cases, Okayama

and Tokushima prefectures had
not filed requests that business-
es suspend operations as part of
efforts to curb the virus spread.
In the remaining seven pre-
fectures including Tokyo and
Fukuoka, such requests will be
maintained for businesses with
records of having clusters of in-
fection, such as clubs with live
music.—Kyodo News |

Chile, Peru secure credit lines
from IMF amid pandemic

WASHINGTON (United States)
— The IMF approved a two-year
$24 billion credit line for Chile
on Friday as the South Ameri-
can nation battles the growing
impact of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The announcement came
a day after Peru secured a
two-year, $11 billion credit
line, and as Latin America be-
comes a growing hotspot for
COVID-19.

The Flexible Credit Line is
arenewable funding mechanism
granted to countries with strong
economic policy track records,
and Chile is only the fifth country
to receive one. Along with Peru,
Mexico and Colombia currently
have FCLs in place.

IMF Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva praised
Chile for its “very strong fun-
damentals ... and track record
of implementing prudent mac-
roeconomic policies” that have
helped the country to weath-
er the economic shocks so
far.

However, “Chile’s open
economy is exposed to substan-
tial external risks as a result of
the ongoing COVID-19 outbreak,
including a significant deteriora-
tion in global demand for Chil-
ean exports, a sharp decline or
reversal of capital inflows to-
ward emerging markets, and
an abrupt tightening of global
financial conditions,” she said
in a statement.—AFP ®

Chile has had its highest single-day death toll from COVID-19, and the
numbers are rising in Peru as well. PHOTO: AFP

Indian states ban consumption, spitting of tobacco in public places to prevent COVID-19

MUMBAI — Indian states are
on a spree to ban consumption,
spitting and smoking of tobacco
and tobacco products in public
places following a directive by
federal government to all states
in the country.

On Saturday, India’s west-
ern state of Maharashtra and
South-Western state of Karna-
taka announced a ban follow-
ing a similar ban announced
by the Northern state of Rajast-
han and North Eastern state of

Jharkhand.

“Spitting also contributes
to spreading Covid-19. Consid-
ering this, we have decided to
implement the prohibitory laws
more strictly. Violators will have
to pay a fine of 13 dollars for

first offence, 40 U.S. dollars for
second and 66 U.S. dollars for
subsequent offence,” Rajesh
Tope, Maharashtra health min-
ister said.

Maharashtra is the worst
affected Indian state with

over 62,000 positive COV-
ID-19 cases and its political
capital Mumbai tops the list
among cities in Asia’s third
largest economy with close
to 37,000 positive cases so far.
—Xinhuam
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Stop tobacco
industry exploitation
of children and
young people

ORE than three decades since the world started observ-

ing the World No-Tobacco Day in 1987, smoking remains
a major health problem, blamed for so many illnesses such
as lung cancer.

The number of deaths caused by cancer, hypertension, and
respiratory diseases would be higher in the coming years if the
current levels of consumption of tobacco products, including
betel quid and cigarettes, do not decline.

The harmful effects of tobacco smoking are well docu-
mented. It is blamed for the death of seven million people
around the world each year, mostly from direct tobacco use
and around 890,000 from
exposure to second-hand
smoke. Smoking and
consumption of tobacco

The harmful

products kill more than
effeCt.S Of tObaCCO 60,000 people every year
smoking are well ~ in Myanmar.

Myanmar has lost
documented. It about 3.3 per cent of its
. GDP due to consumption
1S blamed fOI the of tobacco products.
death of seven The Ministry of

e Health and Sports has
million people warned that if we can-
t control smoking

around the world ;.4 tobecco
products
consumption, half of the
each ygar, mOStly budget of the ministry
from direct would have to be spent
tObaCCO use and on providing medical
services to patients with
aIOUHd 890'000 preventable di.seases
caused by smoking and
from exposure tobacco products con-

sumption.

to Second'hand With a focus on pro-
SmOke. tecting children and

young people from ex-
ploitation by the tobacco
and related industry, the
World Health Organiza-
tion is today launching a new kit for school students aged
13-17 to alert them to tactics used by the tobacco industry to
hook them to addictive products.

Even during a global pandemic, the tobacco and nicotine
industry persist by pushing products that limit people’s abil-
ity to fight coronavirus and recover from the disease. The
industry has offered free branded masks and delivery to your
door during quarantine and has lobbied for their products to
be listed as ‘essential’.

WHO calls on countries to protect children from industry
exploitation by putting in place strict tobacco control laws, in-
cluding regulating products like e-cigarettes that have already
begun to hook a new generation of young people.

To protect our children, we need to make our tobacco-free
policy realistic by imposing fines on businesses that sell to-
bacco products to kids and in restricted areas.

Most important, we need to make young people understand
how incredibly foolhardy it is to inhale and swallow chemicals
whose effects we do not understand and which lead to an
addiction many cannot escape

VERY year, on 31
May, WHO and Part-
ners celebrate World
No Tobacco Day. The
theme of 2020 is protection of
younger generations, focusing
on “protecting youth from indus-
try manipulation and preventing
them from tobacco and nicotine
use. The specific goals of the

World No Tobacco Day 2020 cam-

paign are as follows:

® Unmask myths and expose
manipulation tactics em-
ployed by the tobacco and
related industries, particular-
ly marketing tactics targeted
at youth, including through
the introduction of new and
novel products, flavours and
other attractive features;

m Provide young people with
knowledge about the tobacco
and related industries’ inten-
tions and tactics to hook cur-
rent and future generations
on tobacco and nicotine prod-
ucts; and

® Enable influencers (in pop
culture, on social media, in
the home, or in the class-
room) to protect and defend
youth and catalyze change
by engaging them in the fight
against Big Tobacco.

Global Tobacco Epidemic
Tobacco epidemic is one
of the world’s leading health
threats, and a main risk factor
for non-communicable diseas-
es (NCDs) including: cancers,
diabetes, chronic respiratory
disease and cardiovascular
disease. According to WHO’s
new report on global tobacco
use trends (2019), there are 1.3
billion tobacco users globally.
Every year, more than 8 million

World No Tobacco Day 2020

The secret’s out.

If your product killed 8 million people each year,
you'd also target a new generation, Q}

This year's global campaign is extra special because it serves to educate and arm our youth with knowledge that enables them to make informed decisions about their health.

people die from tobacco use,

approximately half of its users.

More than 7 million of those

deaths are from direct tobac-

co use while around 1.2 million
are due to non-smokers being
exposed to second-hand smoke.

Most tobacco-related deaths oc-

cur in low- and middle-income

countries that are targets of
intensive tobacco industry
interference and marketing.

Other key findings of the report

included:

® Children and youth: Approx-
imately 43 million children
(aged 13-15) used tobacco in
2018 (14 million girls and 29
million boys).

® Women: The number of wom-
en using tobacco in 2018 was
244 million.

m Asian trends: WHO’s South
East Asian Region has the
highest rates of tobacco use,
of more than 45% of males and
females aged 15 years and
over, but the trend is project-
ed to decline rapidly to similar
levels seen in the European
and Western Pacific regions
of around 25% by 2025.

m Poverty: Tobacco use contrib-
utes to poverty by diverting

rld Health
Organization

household spending from ba-
sic needs such as food and
shelter to tobacco. The eco-
nomic costs of tobacco use are
substantial and include sig-
nificant health care costs for
treating the disease caused
by tobacco use as well as the
lost human capital that results
from tobacco-attributable
morbidity and mortality.

Tobacco use among young
people in Myanmar

The global Youth Tobacco
Survey (GYTS) was conducted
in Myanmar at the national level
in 2001, 2007, 2011 and 2016 to
assess the prevalence of tobac-
co use among Myanmar youth.
The 2016 GYTS, like its prede-
cessors, was a national-level
representative survey based
on a sample of students 13-15
years of age enrolled in grades
9-11. The following points are
key findings from this survey.
* Tobacco use: There has been
no significant change in the
prevalence of current use of
any tobacco product (15.3% in
2007 to 13.6% in 2016). Howev-
er, there was an increase in the
prevalence of current cigarette

By Dr Aung Tun

The secret’s out.

If your product killed 8 million people each yvar,
you'd also target a new generation,

smoking between 2007 and 2011
(from 4.9% to 8.3% overall, 8.5 to
17.0% in boys and 1.3% to 1.5% in
girls) with no significant change
in current smokeless tobacco
use.

*Secondhand smoke : Expo-
sure to secondhand smoke(SHS)
in homes did not change signif-
icantly between 2007 and 2016.
One third of the students were
still exposed to SHS in these
circumstances. In contrast, the
reported exposure to SHS in
enclosed public has declined
significantly from 46.4% (all
public places) in 2007 to 28.4%
(enclosed public places) in 2016.
*Access and availability: De-
spite the ban on the sale of tobac-
co to minors, 54.5% of the smok-
ers reported that they obtained
cigarettes from a store, shop or
street vendor and more worry-
ingly about two-thirds reported
that they were not prevented
from buying those cigarettes
because of their age; these in-
dicators have remained largely
unchanged over the years.
*Anti-tobacco messages : The
percentage of students who saw
anti-tobacco messages in the
media dropped significantly
from 93.4%in 2007 to 80.2% in
2016.

* Tobacco marketing : The per-
centage of students who saw
someone using tobacco on TV
or in videos or movies was high
at 83.4%. Tobacco marketing has
also declined. The percentage
of students who were offered
free tobacco products by tobac-
co companies and those who
reported ownership of tobacco
branded objects was found to
be less than 6%.

Tobacco Industry Tactics to
attract younger generations

Tobacco and related in-
dustries promote its products
to potential smokers, including
young people, to ensure the mar-
ket for tobacco continues to in-

crease and that dying smokers
and those who quit smoking are
replaced. The tobacco industry
targets young people through
misleading messages that help
shape attitudes to tobacco use.

The tobacco Industry is tar-
geting a new generation with
their tricks and tactics as fol-
lows:

(a)Direct Advertising

- Advertising in entertainment
media like movies and TV
shows -Attractive displays at
children’s eye level, near toys
sweets and sugary drinks

- Tobacco products ads that im-
itate popular memes to appeal
to children and young adults

(b)Indirect advertising

- Use of social media and spon-
soring influencers to promote
certain tobacco and vaping
products ©Promotion

- Promotion of tobacco products
at popular events for young
people -Distribution of free
samples and promotional ma-
terials to young people

(d) Sponsorship

- Apprenticeships and school
and university scholarships for
students, and other support
for schools

- Sponsorship of major sporting
events/teams, including place-
ment of tobacco company logos

(e) Other marketing tactics

- Flavours appealing to children
in smokeless tobacco, shisha
and e-cigarettes

- Kiddie packs and single stick
sales

Tobacco industry interfer-
ence in Myanmar

The tobacco industry lobby
is strong in Myanmar. According
to the fourth Tobacco Industry
(TD) Interference Index, Myan-
mar ranks third highest out of 9
ASEAN countries analyzed. Ac-

cording to the survey, TI inter-
ference in Myanmar increased
from 2015 to 2016. Based on the
report, the industry has worked
to delay implementation of the
2016 legislation requiring picto-
rial health warnings on cigarette
packs. There are still tobacco
packs being sold which are not
compliant with the require-
ment. Policymakers in Myanmar
should consider strengthening
safeguards against TI interfer-
ence, for example by instituting
a code of conduct for Govern-
ment officials that requires dis-
closure of conflict of interests.

The Current Burden of To-
bacco Use in Myanmar

Tobacco use undermines
economic growth. In 2016, to-
bacco use caused 64,033 deaths
in Myanmar 56 per cent of which
occurred among citizens under
the age 70. As a result, Myanmar
lost productive years in which
those individuals would have
contributed to the workforce.
The economic losses in 2016 due
to tobacco-related premature
mortality are estimated at MMK
1.32 trillion.

While the costs of prema-
ture mortality are high, the
consequences of tobacco use
begin long before death. As in-
dividuals begin to suffer from
tobacco-attributable diseases
(e.g. heart disease, strokes, can-
cers), expensive medical care is
required to treat them. Spending
on medical treatment for illness-
es caused by smoking cost the
Government MMK 71.9 billion in
2016, and caused Myanmar citi-
zens to spend MMK 226.7 billion
in out-of-pocket (OOP) health-
care expenditures. In addition
to generating healthcare costs,
as individuals become sick, they
are more likely to miss days of
work (absenteeism) or to be less
productive at work (presentee-
ism).

SEE PAGE-10
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Myanmar Daily Weather Report

(Issued at 7:00 pm Saturday 30 May, 2020)

BAY INFERENCE: Monsoon is weak to moderate over the
Andaman Sea and Southeast Bay of Bengal. Weather is a
few cloud to partly cloudy elsewhere over the Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL AFTERNOON OF THE 315t
May, 2020: Rain or thundershowers will be scattered in
Magway Region, fairly widespread in Naypyitaw, Sagaing
and Mandalay Regions, Kachin, Shan and Rakhine States
and widespread in the remaining Regions and States with
isolated heavyfalls in Nay Pyi Taw and Mon State. Degree
of certainty is (80%).

STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be moderate in Myanmar
waters. Wave height will be about (5 - 8) feet off and along
Myanmar Coasts.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Continua-
tion of thundery activities in the Deltaic areas.

FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 315t May, 2020: Isolated rain or thundershow-
ers. Degree of certainty is (100%).

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 315 May, 2020: Isolated rain or thundershow-
ers. Degree of certainty is (100%).

FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 315t May, 2020: Isolated rain or thundershow-
ers. Degree of certainty is (80%).
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U.S. to start eliminating special treatment fo

WASHINGTON — U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump said Friday
that his administration will start
the process of eliminating spe-
cial treatment for Hong Kong,
blasting China for breaking its
“word to the world” on ensuring
the territory’s autonomy.

The announcement came af-
ter China on Thursday decided to
introduce a national security law
to crack down on what it views as
subversive activity in Hong Kong,
which saw massive pro-democ-
racy protests erupt into violence
last year.

Trump said the Unit-
ed States will take steps to
sanction Chinese officials directly
and indirectly involved in eroding
Hong Kong’s autonomy and sus-
pend the entry of certain foreign
nationals from China identified
as potential security risks.

The president also said he
will be “terminating” the U.S. re-
lationship with the World Health
Organization, which he criticizes
for being China-centric amid the
coronavirus pandemic, and re-
directing funds to other global
public health needs.—Kyodo ®

o

r Hong Kong: Trump

A picture taken on May 16, 2017 shows a general view of the buildings in
the Kowloon district of Hong Kong. PHOTO: AFP

Virus-battered Italy faces worst recession since WWII

ROME — Facing its deepest
recession since World War II
and with business confidence
collapsing, the coronavirus pan-

Ttaly was the first European country to be hit by the pandemic and

demic is hitting Italy’s economy
hard.

Business confidence in the
eurozone’s third largest econ-

imposed a strict two-month lockdown which paralyzed much of the
country's economic activity. PHOTO:AFP

omy in May plummeted to its
lowest level since official statis-
tics institute ISTAT started the
index in March 2005.

The figure is “alarming”,
said small business federation
Confesercenti.

“The health and economic
emergency has swept business-
es away, especially in shops, ser-
vices and tourism,” it said.

Its members are particu-
larly concerned “by the lack of
liquidity necessary to pay costs
and salaries... we are close to
a point of no return and that’s
why the measures decided by the
government (loan guarantees,
SME subsidies) must be oper-
ational immediately,” said fed-
eration head Patrizia De Luise.

“We need to reduce bu-
reaucracy and accelerate and
simplify procedures, because if
support is delayed again, many
businesses will have no option
but to stop,” she said.

The government last week
accused banks of not acting
quickly enough, but they said
that they had already passed
on around 400,000 loan requests
worth more than 18 billion euros
($20 billion) to the state-backed
Central Guarantee Fund.

- A million jobs threatened -

Italy was the first European
country to be hit by the pandemic
and imposed a strict two-month
lockdown which paralysed much
of the country’s economic activ-
ity—AFPH

Los Angeles
restaurants
reopen as virus
lockdown eases

LOSANGELES — Los Ange-
les restaurants and hair salons
were granted permission to
reopen immediately Friday, as
restrictions were eased despite
fears the city has become a
coronavirus hotspot.

Restaurants in Los Ange-
les county - which has suffered
more than half of California’s
virus deaths -- will be allowed
to offer dine-in services with
capacity limited to 60 per cent.

Customers will be re-
quired to wear face coverings
while not eating, must wait for
their tables outside the restau-
rant, and will be screened for
symptoms on entry.

Bar areas of restaurants
will remain closed.

“This further brings our
communities together and re-
sumes a sense of normalcy,
representing monumental pro-
gress for Los Angeles County
on the path toward recovery,”
Board of Supervisors Chair-
woman Kathryn Barger said.

Densely populated Los
Angeles county has suffered
more than 50,000 confirmed
coronavirus cases including
2,290 deaths, and has lagged
behind most of California in
reopening. —AFPH

World No Tobacco Day 2020

FROM PAGE-9

Finally, even in their healthy
years, working smokers are less
productive than non-smokers.

In total, tobacco use cost
Myanmar’s economy MMK
2.62 trillion in 2016, equivalent
to about 3.3 per cent of Myan-
mar’s GDP that year.

Recent developments of To-
bacco Control in Myanmar

Myanmar signed the WHO
Framework Convention on To-
bacco Control (WHO FCTC)
in 2003 and ratified the treaty
the following year. Since that
time, Myanmar has made sig-
nificant progress in tobacco
control. For example, it passed
a strong tobacco control law in
2006 and has enacted several
policies to reduce tobacco use,
including: prohibiting smoking
in many indoor public places,
mandating that graphic warn-

ing labels cover 75 per cent of
cigarette packs, and banning
tobacco advertising on tradi-
tional and new forms of media
(e.g., television, the internet).
By legislating and funding these
important measures, Myanmar
is helping to curb the tobacco
epidemic and has set the stage
for strengthened efforts.
Myanmar is one of 15
countries worldwide receiving
FCTC 2030 project support.
The FCTC 2030 Project is a
global initiative funded by the
UK Government to support
countries to strengthen FCTC
implementation to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). In consultation with the
Government of Myanmar, five
FCTC provisions were selected
to model within the investment
case:
- Increasing tobacco taxation
to reduce the affordability of
tobacco products (FCTC Ar-

ticle 6);

- Enforcing bans on smoking
in all public places to protect
people from tobacco smoke
(FCTC Article 8);

- Implementing plain packaging
(FCTC Article 11: Guidelines
for implementation);

- Instituting mass media cam-
paigns against tobacco use
(FCTC Article 12); and

- Implementing and enforcing a
comprehensive ban on tobacco
advertising, sponsorship, and
promotion (FCTC Article 13).

Join the fight to become a
tobacco-free generation
Young people need to be
provided with information about
the harms of tobacco use and
tobacco industry marketing tac-
tics. They have a right to pro-
tection from tobacco marketing
and second-hand smoke.
Article 5.3 of the WHO
FCTC requires countries to

protect their tobacco control
policies from the vested inter-
ests of the tobacco industry.
Furthermore, implementation
of the WHO FCTC requires Par-
ties to take measures to protect
youth against the harms of to-
bacco use.

The Ministry of Health and
Sports remains committed to
take more effective measures to
reduce tobacco use among ado-
lescents and to raise awareness
on harmful effects of tobacco.
Myanmar had already rolled
out the “Five Year Strategic
Plan for Young People’s Health
(2016-2020)”, which recogniz-
es the importance of improving
adolescent health. These youth
related policies will serve as
one of the avenues to promote
the agenda of reducing tobac-
co consumption among youth.
Myanmar will also undertake
the following actions.

- Develop and implement a code

of conduct for government of-
ficials and civil servants for
their interactions with tobacco
industry, in line with Article 5.3
and its guidelines

- Continue to raise awareness
on protection of public health
policy from the vested inter-
ested of the tobacco industry
among all government agen-
cies and public officials, in
collaboration with civil society

Ref: -Investment case for
tobacco control in Myanmar:
The Case for Investing in WHO
FCTC Implementation, MOHS/
WHO/UNDP/FCTC Secretariat/
RTI Int. December 2018 - Report
of Fifth Global Youth Tobacco
Survey (GYTS), Myanmar,
MOHS/WHO, 2016 -Report on
global tobacco use trends, WHO,
2019 -The Tobacco Atlas, 6th Edi-
tion, American Cancer Society,
2018 - Word No Tobacco Day
Tool Kit, WHO, 2020
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Malaysia’s Mahathir challenges
his removal from ruling party

KUALA LUMPUR — Former
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad mounted an
official challenge Friday against
his removal from the ruling party
he founded, as the war with his
successor and party president
Muhyiddin Yassin heats up.

In separate letters dated
Thursday and signed by Bersatu
organizing secretary addressed
to Mahathir, his son Mukhriz and
three others, the five were told
their memberships were “nulli-
fied” for opting to sit among the
opposition during the May 18
Parliament meeting, thus break-

ing party rules.

“The organizing secretary
has exceeded his authority. I
am still the chairman. Please
remember that. They tried to
remove me, but it’s not valid,”
Mahathir told a press confer-
ence at Bersatu headquarters
where he promptly announced
that Muhammad Suhaimi Yahya
has been sacked from his post as
organizing secretary.

He also claimed that there
is no provision in the party con-
stitution that touches on where
a legislator should sit.

“I have done nothing that

is against the constitution,” he
said, adding, “Where you sit
should not be a cause for sack-
ing.”

Mahathir’s lawyer Haniff
Khatri, in a statement, said his
office has submitted a notice to
the Registrar of Societies, an
agency under the Home Ministry
that regulates non-governmen-
tal organizations and political
parties, to reject Bersatu’s ter-
mination letter and applied to
refer the dispute to the registrar.

A similar notice has been
served to the party headquar-
ters.—Kyodo ®

File: Former premier Mahathir Mohamad said that he resigned because
he had lost the support of his allies. PHOTO: AFP

First flight of returning European
employees lands in China

BEIJING — A Lufthansa plane
carrying around 200 mainly Ger-
man workers landed in China
on Saturday, marking the first
return of Europeans since the
country suspended visas over
the coronavirus.

China drastically cut in-
ternational flight routes in late
March and imposed an entry ban
on most foreigners -- including
those with valid residence visas.

The move underlined its
fears over imported coronavi-
rus cases and a second wave of
infections as the virus epicentre
shifted beyond China, where the
deadly pathogen was first report-
ed late last year.

Many workers found them-
selves stranded abroad and una-
ble to return after leaving China
at the height of the epidemic.

Lufthansa’s flight from
Frankfurt landed shortly before
noon at Tianjin airport, south-
east of Beijing, the German
flag-carrier said.

The group, made up of em-
ployees of German companies
and their families, were tested
for COVID-19 after they landed
and will have to quarantine for
two weeks.

“We did not know if this
plane would leave or not” until
the last minute, said passenger
Alexander Ophoven before take-
off.

A second aircraft - reserved
for people whose who need to be
in China for economic, commer-
cial, scientific or technological
purposes, or for urgent human-
itarian reasons -- is scheduled
to depart from Frankfurt for

Shanghai on June 3.

There are more than
5,000 German companies op-
erating in China, according to
the local German Chamber of
Commerce.

Two months after closing
its borders, China is beginning
to lift restrictions on foreigners.

Beijing announced on Fri-
day that some Singapore na-
tionals will be allowed to return
from early June. They will only
be allowed entry into six cities
and provinces initially, including
Shanghai.

The number of international
flights between China and the
rest of the world will increase
from 134 to 407 per week as of
Monday, according to the Chi-
nese Civil Aviation Administra-
tion—AFP B

China drastically cut international flight routes in late March and imposed an entry ban on most foreigners --
including those with valid residence visas. PHOTO: AFP
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Singapore’s plan for “fast lane” with
China draws criticism at home

SINGAPORE — Netizens in Singapore have reacted sharply to the
government’s announcement of an agreement reached with China
tolaunch a “fast lane” in early June to facilitate essential travel
between the two countries.

A statement released by the Foreign Ministry late Friday said
that, with effective coronavirus prevention and control measures in
place, the arrangement would first be applied between Singapore
and the six Chinese provinces or municipalities directly under the
central government -- Shanghai, Tianjin, Chongging, Guangdong,
Jiangsu and Zhejiang.

It will be gradually expanded to other parts of China, it said,
adding that the two governments also agreed to explore increasing
air links between the two countries for the proposed fast lane.

Since Feb. 1, Singapore has banned the entry or transit of Chi-
nese nationals and anyone with a travel history to mainland China
within 14 days of arrival in Singapore.

The ban was subsequently extended to all short-term visitors
from overseas as the COVID-19 pandemic worsened and spread to
other countries outside China.

Following the announcement, the Facebook page of Channel
News Asia, the English-language news website for Singapore’s na-
tional broadcaster, was flooded with criticism of the agreement.

“Of all countries you open up to the country where the virus
originated...too risky,” one reader commented.—Kyodo M

Vietnam's COVID-19 cases
Increase to 328

HANOI — Vietnam reported a new case of COVID-19 infection
on Saturday, bringing its total confirmed cases to 328 with zero
death so far, according to its Ministry of Health.

The latest case was a one-year-old Vietnamese boy recently
returning to the country from Russia, said the ministry, noting
that 33 other passengers on the same flight with the baby had
been confirmed to have contracted the virus.

Meanwhile, 279 patients have totally recovered from the
disease, according to the ministry.

Vietnam has recorded no local transmission for 44 straight
days while there are nearly 7,900 people being quarantined and
monitored in the country, according to the health ministry.
—Xinhua @
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Trump cuts ties with WHO as pandemic grips Latin America

WASHINGTON — US President
Donald Trump said he is sever-
ing ties with the World Health
Organization over its handling
of the coronavirus pandemic, as
the death toll from the disease
spiked again in the United States
and Brazil.

The virus, which has killed
more than 364,000 people and
devastated the global economy,
is progressing at different speeds
across the globe, with Europe
continuing to open up from lock-
down on Saturday after seeing its
number of infections steadily fall.

Italy’s iconic Leaning Tower
of Pisa reopened, while Parisians
flocked to parks open for the first
time in months.

But countries in Latin Amer-
ica are bracing for difficult weeks
ahead, especially Brazil, where
the death toll shot up by 1,124 on
Friday and there was a record
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People enjoy the sunshine in Paris, as France continues to ease its lockdown restrictions. PHOTO: AFP

number of new infections. The
unprecedented challenge of the

pandemic has put pressure on
the WHO, and Trump’s decision

to end hundreds of millions of
dollars in funding comes when

the UN agency needs it most.

Trump initially suspended
funding to the WHO last month,
accusing it of not doing enough to
curb the early spread of the virus
and being too lenient with China,
where the virus emerged late last
year. On Friday he made that de-
cision permanent in a major blow
for the agency’s finances, as the
US is by far its biggest contribu-
tor, pumping in $400 million last
year. The president told reporters
the US would be redirecting WHO
funds “to other worldwide and
deserving urgent global public
health needs.”

‘Madness and terrifying’

The move sparked a fierce
backlash on Saturday, with Ger-
man Health Minister Jens Spahn
saying the “disappointing” de-
cision was a setback for global
health—AFP &

Israel police kill Palestinian they
mistakenly thought was armed

JERUSALEM -- Israeli police
in annexed east Jerusalem on
Saturday shot dead a Palestini-
an with special needs they mis-
takenly thought was armed with
a pistol, Israeli and Palestinian
sources said.

The incident happened in
the alleys of the walled Old City
near Lions’ Gate, an access
point mainly used by Palestin-
ians.

“Police units on patrol there
spotted a suspect with a suspi-
cious object that looked like a
pistol,” an Israeli police state-
ment said.

“They called upon him to
stop and began to chase after
him on foot. During the chase,
officers also opened fire at the
suspect, who was neutralized.

“No weapon was found at
the scene after the area was
searched,” the statement said.

The Palestinians’ official
news agency Wafa identified
the dead man as Eyad Hallak,
aresident of the Wadi Joz neigh-
bourhood of east Jerusalem with
special needs.

There has been an uptick
in violence in east Jerusalem
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Israeli security forces routinely carry out checks and patrols around the

and the occupied West Bank
in recent days, although it has
yet to reach the levels of 2015-
2016 when Israeli security forc-
es struggled to stop a wave of
so-called lone wolf attacks un-
connected to any established
militant group.—AFP H
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Lions’ Gate entrance to Jerusalem's walled Old City. PHOTO: AFP

BERLIN — German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel will not
attend an in-person summit of
G7 leaders that US President
Donald Trump has suggested
he will host despite concerns
over the coronavirus pandemic,
a German government spokes-
man said Saturday.

Leaders from the Group
of Seven, which the United
States heads this year; had been
scheduled to meet by videocon-
ference in late June after COV-
ID-19 scuttled plans to gather
in-person at Camp David, the
US presidential retreat in the
state of Maryland.

Trump last week, howev-
er, indicated that he could hold
the huge gathering after all,
“primarily at the White House”
but also potentially parts of it at
Camp David.

Merkel, a scientist by train-

Merkel a ‘no’
in-person G7 summit

for Trump’s

ing, has declined.

“As of today, considering
the overall pandemic situation,
she cannot agree to her person-
al participation, to a journey to
Washington,” the spokesman
said, confirming an earlier re-
port on the Politico website.

“The federal chancellor
thanks President Trump for his
invitation to the G7 summit,” he
added. The 65-year-old chan-
cellor is the oldest G7 leader
after Trump, who is 73. Japan’s
Shinzo Abe, also 65, is several
months younger than Merkel.
Their age puts them at higher
risk from the coronavirus.

The White House has said
itis putting the huge diplomatic
gathering back on the agenda
as a “show of strength” when
world economies are gradually
reemerging from shutdowns.
—AFP H

Officer charged with murder of black American as unrest sweeps US

MINNEAPOLIS — Violent
protests erupted across the
United States late Friday over
the death of an unarmed black
man at the hands of police, with
murder charges laid against a
Minneapolis officer failing to
quell seething anger.
Demonstrators clashed with
police for a fourth straight night
in the midwestern city of Min-
neapolis, where fires raged and

there was widespread looting as
well as sustained cat-and-mouse
clashes between protesters and
police.

US President Donald Trump
ordered soldiers prepare to
deploy to the city, Minnesota
National Guard Major Gener-
al Jon Jensen confirmed early
Saturday.

The state has become the
epicenter of violence since

George Floyd died there in an
arrest by an officer who pinned
him to the ground for several
minutes by kneeling on his neck.
Derek Chauvin was charged
Friday with one count of third-de-
gree murder -- unintentionally
causing a death -- and one count
of negligent manslaughter.
“This case is now ready, and
we have charged it,” said county
prosecutor Mike Freeman as

outrage grew over the latest
death of an African American
in police custody.

But the charges failed to
calm a shaken nation whose
deep wounds over racial in-
equality have been torn open
anew, with riots raging from New
York to Los Angeles in one of
the worst nights of civil unrest
in years.

In Atlanta police cruisers

were attacked and set ablaze
as rallies spun out of control,
while in the capital Washington
protesters collided with Secret
Service agents in heated mid-
night scenes in front of the White
House.

Protests took hold in a
swathe of cities including Bos-
ton, Dallas, Denver, Des Moines,
Houston, Las Vegas, Memphis,
and Portland—AFP H
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Germany, Brussels seal pact on
Lufthansa rescue plan: sources

FRANKFURT — Ger-
many and the European
Commission have reached
agreement on a giant Ber-
lin-funded rescue plan for
coronavirus-hit Lufthansa,
a Commission spokeswom-
an and a source close to the
negotiations said Friday.

Since the pandemic
hit Europe, the Lufthansa
group — which also in-
cludes Brussels and Austri-
an Airlines and Swiss —has
been bleeding one million
euros per hour, with around
90 per cent of its 760-air-
craft fleet grounded.

The deal would see
the German carrier give
up eight planes and their
associated landing rights,
the spokeswoman and the
source said.

Lufthansa said in a
statement it had “decided
to accept the commitments
offered by Germany to the
EU Commission” for the
rescue package, adding it

Since the coronavirus pandemic hit Europe, the Lufthansa group has been bleeding one
million euros per hour, with around 90 per cent of its 760-aircraft fleet grounded.

PHOTO: AFP

would surrender up to 24
take-off and landing slots
that could be allocated to
rival airlines.

German media had
previously reported the
European Commission
would demand the group
give up valuable takeoff and
landing rights at its Frank-
furt and Munich hubs in
exchange for Brussels’
green light.

The nine-billion-euro
($10 billion) German state

lifeline, would see Berlin
take a 20-per cent stake in
the group, with an option to
claim a further five percent
plus one share to block hos-
tile takeovers.

That would make
the federal government
Lufthansa’s biggest share-
holder. On top of a total 5.7
billion euros in extra capital
and 300 million to buy the
shares at face value, pub-
lic investment bank KfW
would also lend Lufthansa

three billion euros.

The company would
agree to pay back much
of the capital plus interest,
while granting the state
two seats on its superviso-
ry board.

Hammering out the
details of the package took
solong because Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s conserv-
atives were keen to min-
imize state control over
the company’s day-to-day
running.—AFP B

Global energy leaders call for greater investment in
clean electricity systems amid Covid-19 crisis

PARIS — Energy min-
isters and electricity in-
dustry CEOs from around
the world have called for
mobilizing investments
for secure and sustaina-
ble power systems to off-
set the impact of Covid-19
crisis on the electricity
sector.

The participants in a
high-level virtual meeting
hosted by the Internation-

al Energy Agency (IEA)
recognized the critical
importance of the elec-
tricity sector in response
to the pandemic to keep
essential services run-
ning, hospitals open and
communication flowing.
“Resilient electricity
systems are vital for mod-
ern societies today and for
a sustainable energy fu-
ture, but they need much

greater investment,” said
IEA Executive Director
Fatih Birol.

The IEA's World En-
ergy Investment 2020
report earlier this week
highlighted that global
investment in the power
sector is set to fall 10 per
cent this year, compound-
ing previous declines.

“The drop in invest-
ment in electricity grids,

an essential but often
overlooked part of the
shift to cleaner energy, is
set to be even steeper,”
said Birol.”Renewables
like wind and solar will
not be able to fulfil their
great promise without
a robust infrastructure
that reliably delivers the
power they produce to
consumers,” he added.
—ANIm

Trump announces probe
of Chinese companies

listed in US

WASHINGTON — US
President Donald Trump
on Friday ordered a probe
into the actions of Chi-
nese companies listed on
American financial mar-
kets as tensions flared
anew between the world’s
two biggest economies.

The announcement
followed Beijing’s move to
implement a new security
law on semi-autonomous
Hong Kong that critics
say would stifle freedom,
as well as with Trump’s
claims that China obfus-
cated the origins of the
coronavirus that has
killed more than 100,000
people in the United
States.

“I'm instructing my
presidential working
group on financial mar-
kets to study the differing
practices of Chinese com-
panies listed on the US
financial markets with the
goal of protecting Amer-
ican investors,” Trump

said, without providing
details on what steps his
administration might
take.

“Investment firms
should not be subjecting
clients to the hidden and
undue risks associated
with financing Chinese
companies that do not
play by the same rules.
Americans are entitled to
fairness and transparen-
cy,” he added.

As of February 2019,
156 Chinese companies
with a market capitaliza-
tion of $1.2 trillion were
listed on US markets, at
least 11 of which were
state-owned, according to
the Congressionally-man-
dated US-China Econom-
ic and Security Review
Commission. Among the
largest were e-commerce
giant Alibaba, China’s
largest oil producer Pet-
roChina and Sinopec, the
world’s largest oil refin-
er—AFPH

Book on Skill Training of Workers

Introducing
Occupational Competency Standards Based
Training and Assessment
(In Myanmar and English)
By

Kyaw Win (Labour)

Second Printing with “ANNEX” on
Guidelines for Competency Standards Based
Practical Training
Price: 2000 Kyats

Available at Sarpay Beikman Book Store
Pansodan Street, Yangon.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V KALAPATI VOY. NO. (48)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V KALAPATI
VOY. NO. (48) are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 31-5-2020 and cargo will be discharged into the
premises of SPW-5 where it will lie at the consignee’s risk
and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions of
the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from § am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MITSUI O.S.K KANKALI,
LTD
Phone No: 2301178

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V YANTRA BHUM VOY. NO. (719E)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V YANTRA
BHUM VOY. NO. (719E) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 31-5-2020 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of MITT/MIP where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S GOLD STAR LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V ISEACO WISDOM VOY. NO. (1121S/N)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ISEACO
WISDOM VOY. NO. (1121S/N) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 31-5-2020 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of HPT where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S NEW GOLDEN SEA LINES
Phone No: 2301185
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Gwa-Makyayngu Bridge connecting
Ayeyawady Region and Rakhine State
nearly 25 per cent complete

velopment of a region plays
a vital role in helping the
country’s GDP increase and

INFRASTRUCTURAL de-

uplifting the standard of living
of poor people. Development
of infrastructural projects
provides economic growth,

creates job prospects for lo-
cal residents and lifts people
out of the poverty. The road
transport network plays an
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important role in fostering
economic and social develop-
ment of a region, improving
socioeconomic status of local

Photo shows construction site of the Gwa-Makyayngu Bridge being built with the use of heavy machinery.—(Photo: IPRD)

By Kyaw Htike Soe

people, and speeding up the
flow of trade.

Reliable road transport
networks could support busi-
nesses of the locals and pro-
mote their socioeconomic
status. Some foreign compa-
nies show interests in build-
ing urban development pro-
jects and constructing roads,
bridges and deep seaports in
Ayeyawady Region and Rakh-
ine State. Sustainable develop-
ment of the road transport net-
works would help Ayeyawady
Region and Rakhine State
reachable without consuming
much time. Being located in a
strategic position of Rakhine
State’s road transport network,
Gwa Township connects some
townships in other regions and
states in the country through
Ayeyawady Region and links
other areas in Rakhine State
via Thandwe Township. Major-
ity of local people in Rakhine
State’s Gwa Township rely on
motor road for travelling.

Residents in Gwa Town-

New international level
wholesale market to
emerge in Yangon City

S now is time to improve
multiple sectors of Yan-
gon City, high-rise build-

ings, high-rise hotels, high-rise
business centres and shopping
malls mushroom in many parts
of the city. Some of the build-
ings are under construction
and some have completed.
Currently, Seamanea Yangon
wholesale market which would
be the largest modern trade
centre is being built in Yangon
City to commission it into ser-
vice soon.

Mutual cooperation
The project of international

level wholesale market is under
construction on 167 acres of
land at the corner of Bago Riv-
er and Yadana Road in Dagon
Myothit (Seikkan) Township,
Yangon Region. The project is
being jointly implemented by
Singapore-based Seamanea
Group and Ei Co Ltd of Myan-
mar in a mutual cooperation.
The project aims to emerge
a modern wholesale market
where a large volume of com-
modities are available at a sin-
gle place as well as to become
the largest and most advanced
trade centre in Myanmar. To
become Yangon City as a busi-

By Swe Oo Wai

ness hub of Myanmar, industri-
al zones and special economic
zones must be operated suc-
cessfully with investments from
international community and
businesses. So also, it is neces-
sary to emerge the wholesale
markets meeting international
standards so as to give paces
for sales of products.

Construction of more than
700 shops

To be able to address such
situation, an international lev-

M 2.0
. 34

el wholesale market is being
built in the place that will be
a business hub of Yangon City.
The first phase of the project on
100,000 square metres of land
will comprise more than 700

shops.

Car parks

A wholesale market to be
formed with more than 700
shops, banks, restaurants, su-
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ship use the 146-mile long Yan-
gon-Ngathainggyoung-Gwa
Road, a major road linking Ay-
eyawady Region, a delta area
full of rivers, creeks and fertile
lands with Rakhine State, an
arearich in natural resources
such as oil and gas reserves,
for travelling to other areas.
The road connecting Yangon
City via Gwa Township with
famous Ngapali Beach leads
through the vast, evergreen
flatlands in Ayeyawady Region
before crossing the the Ra-
khine Yoma Mountain Range.
The road crossing the Rakh-
ine Yoma Mountain Range has
many curves and is vital to link
Rakhine State with other re-
gions and states in the country.
The distance between Yangon
and Ngapali Beach, one of the
most famous beach resorts in
Myanmar, is around 230 miles
and the travelling time from
Yangon to Ngapali Beach is
about 10 hours’ drive.

In order to solve road
transport barriers encoun-
tered by people with travel
difficulties and boost infra-
structural development in
Ayeyawady Region and Ra-
khine State, A coastal road
stretching 170 miles is being
built at a cost of around Ks. 300
billion. Construction of bridg-
es also plays a crucial role in
building the coastal road. Upon
completion of the coastal road
that connects Chaungtha and

DEVELOPMENT
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The Gwa-Makyayngu Bridge under construction in Gwa Township will connect Ayeyawady Region and Rakhine State.—(Photo: IPRD)

Ngwehsaung Beaches, Gaw
Yin Gyi Island in Ayeyawady
Region and some beach towns
in Rakhine State, it is expect-
ed to take around six hours
to travel from Yangon to Nga-
pali Beach. Officials from the
Ministry of Construction take
the grievances of local people
into consideration in order to
lessen negative effects on the
environment when construct-
ing the coastal road.

Of the bridges to be built
along the coastal road, the
Gwa-Makyayngu Bridge un-

der construction will be a
major bridge connecting Ay-
eyawady Region and Rakh-
ine State. Construction of the
Gwa-Makyayngu Bridge began
on 18 November 2019 and the
estimated cost of the project
including its approaches is Ks.
9.32 billion. The structure is
being built by Special Bridge
Group-8 of the Department of
Bridge under the Ministry of
Construction. The bridge is of
areinforced facility and meas-
ures 1,399 ft. in length, 24 ft. in
width, and has the capacity to

withstand 75 tonnes of weight.
Its clearance is about 20 ft. and
waterway under the bridge is
85 ft. and has a 3 ft. long pe-
destrian walkway on each side.
The project has been about 25
per cent finished so far, said
Daw May Ma Tun, an in-charge
engineer from the bridge con-
struction site.

Once completed, the
bridge would serve as a new
trade route between Ay-
eyawady Region and Rakhine
State and residents from near-
by areas would be able to use

the facility in all seasons with
greater ease. With the new
road link, travellers from all
corners of the country would
be able to visit tourist attrac-
tion sites such as beaches and
islands in Gwa and Thandwe
Township by road, and Ra-
khine State would likely see
tourism boom. In addition, the
bridge would contribute to de-
velopment of trade in the area,
facilitate swift flow of commod-
ities and reduce transportation
charges for local people.
[ X 1 ]

Caption: A scale model of international level wholesale market to be
built on 167 acres of land at the corner of Bago River and Yadana Road
in Dagon Myothit (Seikkan) Township in Yangon Region.

permarkets as well as car parks
for systematic parking of vehi-
cles in various sizes will be built

in addition to modern warehous-
es and advanced wide rooms.
The second phase of the

project will be implemented on
300,000 metres of land where the
market to emphasize wholesale
trading, the halls for expositions
and hotels will be built. Such im-
plementation aims to give bet-
ter facilities to businesspersons
from global countries and local
and foreign manufacturers in
all aspects.

Striving forimplementation

The project will be imple-
mented with three phases in con-
struction tasks. Utmost efforts
are being made for inauguration
of the construction of the first
phase in coming April. The sec-
ond phase which will consist of
more than 1,000 shops will be
built after April of coming year.

The third phase of the
project will comprise housing
apartments, shopping malls and
shopping centres as well as ho-
tels. Arrangements are being
made for the international level
wholesale market in order to cre-
ate business linkages and give
services for production, sales

and distribution in a single place.

When the first phase of the
project has been commissioned
into service, it aims to give ser-
vices of renting shops to small-
scale businesspersons and mer-
chants of Myanmar to do their
businesses. Better stay facilities
will be arranged for local and
foreign entrepreneurs who ar-
rive in Myanmar so as to operate
various kinds of businesses in a
single place.

Smooth transportation
Such kind of international
level wholesale market in Yan-
gon takes a position on the route
to Thilawa Special Economic
Zone and international ports.
Moreover, the wholesale market
has easy access to Yadana Hnin-
si Housing and Aya Chantha Ad-
vanced Housing Project as well
as Emerald Bay in a short time.
Danyingon wholesale mar-
ket has already been commis-
sioned into service in Yangon.
Such wholesale market empha-
sizes sales of various kinds of

products such as fruits, veg-
etables, meat and fish, dairy
products. The wholesale taking
a position in Insein Township of
Yangon Region comprises more
than 500 shops.

Sales of variety goods

The undergoing internation-
al level wholesale market will
accommodate a large number
of products such as textile, elec-
tronics, cosmetics, digital prod-
ucts, information technological
products, foodstuffs, construc-
tion materials, luxuries, personal
goods, household utensils and
electronic products.

Emergence of an interna-
tional level wholesale market
and business environment in
Yangon City will contribute much
towards not only businessper-
sons but also investors so as to
operate their businesses in new
market and to develop economy
of Yangon City.

Translated by Than Tun Aung
( 1 1 ]
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Myanmar’s pool star Phone Myint
Kyaw match to be streamed live

¥

Myanmar's pool player Phone Myint Kyaw. PHOTO: KO AR TI'S FACEBOOK PAGE

MYANMAR’S pool player Phone
Myint Kyaw versus Chinese
player Chu Bing Jie match in the
first round of the 8 Ball Chinese
Pool Super Match 2020 Tourna-
ment, being held in Chao Yang,
China, to be played today, will
be streamed live starting from 5
pm on the official Facebook page
of the pool player named Ar T,
according to Phone Myint Kyaw.

The link for the match is https:/
www.facebook.com/ArtiPhone-
Myintkyaw.999 and the match
will start 5:30 pm of Myanmar
Standard Time. Today’s match
will be seventh and last match
of the first round of tourney for
Myanmar’s pool player Phone
Myint Kyaw. Myanmar pool star
player already advanced to the
next stage of the tourney with

six straight wins in the tourney
and today’s match is a point col-
lection match for him. Currently,
Phone Myint Kyaw is standing
in the first place with full 37,800
points. Top three players will
directly advance to the second
round while fourth and fifth po-
sitioned players will fight for a
play-off for their hope of next
stage. —Lynn Thit (Tgi)

Fans could return for 2020-21 season,says Premier League chief

LONDON—Premier League chief executive Rich-
ard Masters said on Friday that fans could be
allowed to attend top-flight matches in the 2020-21
season on a “phased basis”.The Premier League
plans to resume the 2019-20 campaign on Jun 17
following the coronavirus lockdown.

But the remaining 92 fixtures will be played

pandemic.

behind closed doors to minimize the health risks
of football’s return in a country badly hit by the

The prospect of playing the next season with
no fans is unappetizing for the Premier League
and Masters suggested it could be possible to
being back supporters at some stage.—AFP W

Serie A confirms
June 20 return

MILAN—Serie A on Friday confirmed that top-flight football
will return to Italy after a three-month coronavirus-enforced
absence on the weekend of June 20-21.

Sports Minister Vincenzo Spadafora on Thursday gave the
government’s approval for a restart on June 20, in a champi-
onship which has been suspended since March 9.

“The clubs welcomed the green light given yesterday by
Minister Spadafora for the resumption of Serie A and voted
unanimously to play the four postponed matches on the week-
end of June 20-21,” Serie A said in a statement.

The four matches in question are Atalanta v Sassuolo,
Hellas Verona v Cagliari, Inter Milan v Sampdoria and Torino

v Parma.

The league added that the 27th round of matches would
be organized from the week of June 22.
“Dates and times of the matches will be announced in the

coming days,” it added.

As Spadafora had requested, Italian Cup matches will take
place the previous week with the final of that tournament on

June 17.

No dates have been given yet for the return legs of the
semi-finals, with Napoli set to host Inter Milan and Juventus
at home against AC Milan, but they could be played on the

weekend of June 13 and 14.—AFP |

SERIE A

SERIEA

Italy’s Serie A will return on June 20. PHOTO: AFP

UEFA considers ‘all options’ for Champions League format

ISTANBUL—UEFA is studying
“all the options” for the format of
this season’s interrupted Cham-
pions League, amid reports on
Friday that European football’s
governing body is considering
moving the final from its sched-
uled venue in Istanbul.

The Turkish city was due to
host the final this Saturday at the
Ataturk Olympic Stadium, but
the tournament was suspended
in mid-March at the last-16 stage
because of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

UEFA still hopes to conclude
the competition by the end of Au-
gust, but with major changes to
the format likely and games set
to be played behind closed doors.

“We are looking at all the op-
tions regarding the calendar and

the format of the competition in
the working group involving the
clubs, leagues and national as-

r i o g

\-:"‘.‘\r_

. A

sociations,” a UEFA spokesman
told AFP.
“No decision has been taken

yet but there should be at the
Executive Committee meeting
on June 17.”

L ORIV S 4 =~
The Ataturk Olympic Stadium in Istanbul, where the final of this season’s Champions League was due to be
played this weekend. PHOTO: AFP

According to a UEFA doc-
ument seen by AFE August 29
could be chosen as the new date
for the final.

The New York Times report-
ed Friday that the final would
be moved from Turkey but that
Istanbul could be chosen as host
of a future final, when it is safe
for fans to travel from abroad in
large numbers.

Turkey, a country of 83 mil-
lion, has so far recorded 4,461
coronavirus-related deaths and
nearly 161,000 confirmed cases.

The country is currently in
the process of loosening lock-
down measures introduced to
halt the spread of the virus
and its domestic football sea-
son is set to resume on June
12.—AFP ®
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By Htet Wai Yan
Uni- Second year English
specialization student from EYU

ave you ever seen a man squandering a million dollars for the latest
model car? Frankly, staying in an extravagant lifestyle everyone
grudges is what everyone wants to be. But only a handful of peo-
ple can get so rich although everyone has an opportunity to get
rich. Why? The answer is simple. Because not everyone dares to be rich.

In our lifetime we spend about 20 years of our lifespan in learn-
ing, and we are employed for the government service or for other
companies. We work for them till the end of our life in order to
get our monthly salary. This is the mundane life routine that
millions of people are accustomed to it. Let consider you are
a government servant. The average salary in Myanmar is
between 2 lakhs and 3 lakhs. With that salary, you have to live
just for your survival. You will always have to be thrifty in your
expenses, lest you could not make both ends meet and would
run out of money before the end of the month. Later, you will
get used to being parsimonious. I am awakened to the fact
that dedicating our whole life as employees for others just for
the sake of such a low salary doesn't make sense. But millions of
people are still enjoying this. Maybe because jobs are getting rare.
But this is not the life we all want.

So why don't they try to be rich? First of all, they do not dare to
risk their present situation but stay in their comfort zone. Business is
akind of venture. In other words, it does not have stereotypical income.
They are not stable. They are always fluctuating. For instance, the recession
of your business can make you impoverish in no time. On the other hand, you
can get rich if you can make your impact flourish. It all depends on you: your
perseverance and your competency. It means you will get what you deserve. It
looks like gambling. Win or lose depends on you once you bet. It does not sound
good for the most of people. They don't have enough confidence in their ability. That is
why they spurn the idea of taking venture but insist on the monthly salary while others
make a fortune. The ingrained mindset of people also makes them falter to venture.
They consider that being a government servant or workers at a subsidiary of any compa-
ny is enough, whether it is an affluent life or not. That's why they can't bet their present
life.

Iam not arguing that being government servant can lead you astray. I am just
pointing out that everyone has the potential to get rich. Instead of working for others,
you should work for yourself: self-employed. We should not dedicate our whole life for
working for others. Do not follow the sterotype model, but try to be different and origi-
nal, which would be your advantage. Remember millionaires are not a type belonging to
99 out of 100.

aEe DESIGN: BT
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In Praise of
the Lady

With her kind heart, By Htoo Cin Aung
Final Year, English,

A family she brings up; Yangon University of
Education

With her gentle hands,

There a mansion stands; ) )
With her efforts, she offers her service

With her effective teaching methods, ) ) o
For putting an end to the environmental crisis;

She guides her students along the right paths; ] )
The little children's love of Nature

With her foresightedness,

She unfailingly nurtures.

Our society she leads to success; )
The Queen of the Earth is she

With her empowering speeches, ) . "
Who alleviates the world's inequalities

To a nation she brings peace; o
) For she stands for the hero of the equalities. “

So why not put our trust in our respect"éd leaﬁér,

Heed her words and be good follo
Women are the beauty of Nature, '{‘
Yet they can lead us to a brighter futLLg{e
Wait and see X h‘.
‘\ ‘ Qv
How she can build the Tree d(f Pl;e %

For you an& me

The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions of poetry,
opinion, articles, essays and short stories from young people for its weekly
Sunday Next Generation Platform. Interested candidates can send their work

) ) to the Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road,
InV]_tatlon to young Bahan Township, Yangon, or by email to dce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.

com with the following information: (1) Sector you wish to be included in
Wl'it erS for Sun d a (poetry, opinion, etc.), (2) Own name and (if different) your penname, (3) Your
y level of education, (4) Name of your School/College/University, (5) A written

o note of declaration that the submitted piece is your original work and has not

SpeCIal been submitted to any other news or magazine publishing houses, (6) A color

photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8) Contact information

(email address, mobile number, etc.).— Editorial Department, The Global
New Light of Myanmar
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By Kyaw King

t was a sunny day after two con-
secutive days of raining. I have
been in a conversation with a
security man from our company.
I accidently knew about him that he
went to university and left the universi-
ty over two decades ago.
I was amazed and interested in the

decades.

Though he was a university stu-
dent in the 1990s when only few per
cent of the people in the country could
join university. He was one of them and
had many chances to get high-rank-
ing jobs if he continued to pursue the
university education, but he is now in

be successful. He replied that he didn't
want to be successful since his beloved
one was dead.

I'said nothing. But, the phrase
“Love is not life” appears in my mind.
If I said this to him, I know that he will
reject it.

In the following night, I missed my

change of his life from auni- opposite. He is working as a security girlfriend and thought about “love”. A
versity student man, one of the lower ranks of a small stream of thoughts brought me to the
to a security company. past.

man during He left the second year of univer- It was more than a decade ago. Nyi
a couple of sity in 1996. He said he has become Maung is my university friend as well as

aimless after his girlfriend has died of
snake bite. Love changed his life.

I asked him, “Didn’t you find
another love.” He replied, “No."

He said he and his girlfriend
made a promise to love one another
for the whole life. He continued that

he also doesn't want to substitute
another woman in the place of his
beloved one.

He said he even tried to end his life
after his girlfriend's death. But, at that
time, he was staying in a monastery,
and got relief from the painful experi-
ences by listening to the sermons of
presiding Sayadaw daily.

He then went to Singapore,
and Malaysia, and earned money
to support his aged parents.
After his parents had died, he
didn't want to earn money
anymore, came back

home and stayed with-

much money to survive, and
decided to work. He didn't want
to do the job with much respon-
sibility, and eventually chose to
work as a security man.
He said he was now okay
with his life. I asked him
whether he doesn’t want to

my roommate in the hostel.

He comes from Pyapon, the town
next to my town. We are zoology stu-
dents of the Maubin University. He is
white and tall. He is calm and peaceful.
During our holidays, we mostly went
back home together.

One time, we got four holidays, and
decided to visit one another’s village.
First, I took him to my village. He
stayed at my house for two days, going
to the beautiful places in my village.

Then, he brought me to his house,
which is located in the southernmost
part of a village in Pyapon Township. It
takes around 45 minutes from Pyapon
to his house by motorcycle.

When we arrived, his mother wear-
ing a warm smile welcomed us in front
of the house. His younger sister, who is
about eight or nine years old, gave us
two glasses of water.

His mother asked us how we came

out income for several ~ back, and how we spent last two holi-
years. days. She also asked about my parents. I
After staying with-  stayed with my friend at his room.
out job for several years, In the evening, we were called to
he felt bored and hadn't have dinner. The dining room was filled

with the aromas of variety of curries.
I already tasted the curries cooked by
Nyi Maung's mother during our stay at
hostel in Maubin. They are delicious.
Nyi Maung's father smiled and asked
me to enjoy the dinner.

SEE PAGE-S-8
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ayagyi (Revered teach-

er’) thelate Dr. Than

Tun (6 April 1923-30

November 2005) would
turn (if he were still alive) 97 on
6 April 2020. Dr Than Tun was a
preeminent and native historian
of Burma of the late 20th century.
His undergraduate degrees were
from Rangoon University spe-
cializing in history. He obtained
two earned doctorates from the
University of London in 1956 and
1990 respectively (see below). He
was Professor of History from
University of Mandalay from 1965
till his retirement in 1983. He was
a Visiting Professor in Northern
Ilinois University in the United
States and in Kyoto University in
Japan in the 1980s. He published
English language academic journal
articles on history both in Bur-
mese and English and many books
in Burmese mainly on historical
themes.

In his historical writings Than
Tun gave major reliance not (not)
on what the Burmese (now Myan-
mar) or indeed foreign chroniclers
wrote in their ‘histories’. Instead
his research methodology and
historical research was based
mainly on empirical work by col-
lecting, collating and interpreting
the historical events recorded in
epigraphs, inscriptions and votive
tablets throughout the ages.

In late March 2020 I bought
and read History of Buddhism in
Burma, 1000 to 1300 AD by Dr
Than Tun (4™ printing January
2020).1am grateful to the publish-
ers for not ‘reverting’ or chang-
ing the word Burma, Burmese,
Burman, Pagan mentioned in the
original manuscript of Than Tun
to the current vogue of expres-
sions: ‘Myanmar’ ‘Bamar’ and
‘Bagan’. In any case, it is a histor-

Sayagyi Dr Than Tun
PHOTO: UNIVERSITIES' CENTRAL
LIBRARY

ical distortion (I trust Sayagyi Dr
Than Tun would not necessarily
disagree with this) to wily-nilly
change formally, officially as well
as informally and unofficially and
retrospectively the terms used in
historical documents like Than
Tun's Ph.D. thesis of 1956.

Seik Ku Cho Cho 8c50%4jd]
publishing house republished a
‘revised and enlarged’ edition of
then Ph.D. candidate Than Tun's
thesis for his Ph.D. submitted to
the Faculty of Arts, University of
London in the year 1956.

As a dilettante but with an
interest in history and things
historical I have learned a lot from
Than Tun's tome or treatise (no
less). There are quite a few typos
(not Than Tun's but probably
those of the publishers) of the 4™
edition. There are a few grammati-
cal or stylistic expressions a few of
those may be those of (or by) Than
Tun himself of which Iwould
respectfully point out only one
stylistic issue.

Throughout his thesis Than
Tun used the phrase 't is interest-
ing tonote' at the very least about
15 times. I recall that the post

A Glimpse of the late
Sayagyi Dr Than Tun's

History of Buddhism in Burma:
AD1000 to 1300

graduate theses guidelines in 1979
at the Faculty of Law at Monash
University in Australia states to
the effect that ‘Do not overuse
phrases such as it is noteworthy, it
isinteresting .. just make it note-
worthy or interesting but eschew
the over-use of these phrases’.

Notwithstanding such
stylistic issues it is intellectually
challenging to learn from the
late blunt-speaking, forthright
historian.

Another landmark achieve-
ment of Than Tun should be stat-
ed. About 34 years after Than Tun
was awarded a Doctorate (Ph.D.)
by the University of London in
1956 the same University award-
ed him a second Doctorate (D.
Litt, Doctor of Literature) in 1990
for his 10 volume (over 7000
Ppages) collection, collation and
skeletal translations of the royal
orders issued by various Burmese
kings from the years 1598 to 1885
in The Royal Orders of Burma
published by the University of
Kyoto, the Center for Southeast
Asian Studies between the years
1983 t0 1990.(The publication of
The Royal Orders of Burma was, in

By Dr Myint Zan

part, a collective effort. In the first
volume Than Tun thanked about
46 persons by name for their
assistance in their collection and
compilation).

This writer would only ‘skim’
the postulates provided with
strong, convincing epigraphic
evidence Than Tun made in his
earlier work (in his first doctoral
thesis). Around 95% of the time
this writer was unable to read the
phonetic transliteration of the
medieval Burmese (that was the
term used by Than Tun). There is
one photographic reproduction
of a single sentence inscription in
medieval (or is it early?) Burmese
from a votive by or about
King Anirud- dha

(Anawrahta). « This
writer is N . una-
ble s . to

& 4

‘3

pher a single alphabet or letter
though the English translation
provided by Dr Than Tun helps at
least indirectly to understand it.

Apparently, Than Tun did
not translate his full thesis from
English into Burmese. (Inciden-
tally colloquial Burmese was Dr.
Than Tun'’s style of writing from
the mid-1960s). Still, [ have seen
a few segments of his thesis being
translated by himself into Bur-
mese in the Universities Central
Library website.

In History of Buddhism in
Burma, A.D.1000-1300 Than Tun
claimed or at least opined that:

(1) The Buddhist monk Shin
Arahan g€ s2qo5 did not quite bring
Buddhism to Pagan. If he did, it
was not ‘pure’ Buddhism as the
chronicles claimed. Buddhism
(Theravada, Mahayana, mixed
with Hinduism) already existed
in various forms quite some time
before Anawrahta became
King.

(2) King Anawrahta
sae§%qooo (Aniruddha)
%sqgl apparently

did not invade
Suvanabhummi,

‘Thaton’) to obtain the the three
baskets of Buddha's discourses'

as the chronicles stated but
almost as an after thought after
Aniruddha incursions into Pegu
and lower Burma.

(3) The ‘revered’ King Kyan Sittha
o$0600: (Dr Than Tun transliter-
ated as Thiluin Man) B:3¢e¢&: was
(@) usurper (page 24) and (b) inter-
loper (page 319)! Than Tun listed
only Thiluin Man as a "'usurper’
among the 12 Pagan kings during
the period he discussed (page 24).
(4)Than Tun stated that
Aniruddha ‘only’ prayed that he
attained 'nirvana' but the arguably
more ambitious or

-

s

egotistical (my words not that of
Than Tun) Thiluin Man (Kyan Sitt
Thar) and Cansu I (One)ogSo 1
(Alaung Sithu)ssecnésopdoy prayed
not only for nirvana (nibbana)
$o¢ but for Buddhahood (in
contemporary Myanmar language
hsu-gyee-pan?)

(5) The peak of the Pagan Empire
at least in terms of territorial de-
marcations (based on conquests)
was not during Kings Aniruddha’s
and Thiluin Man's time but during
the time of 'Cansu II' (Narapati
Sithu) §qoo%®é0i
(6) Before Aniruddha's time the
Burmans (Bamas) were a ‘raw’
ethnic group’ and the Mons
‘the conquered were, in a sense,
conquerors’ culturally over the
Burmans.

(7) Mon language was used exten-
sively starting from Aniruddha’s
time and especially in Thiluin
Man'’s time. Mon rather than

Burmese was ostensibly the

\ . Court language and definitely

the main language of most
of the inscriptions of the
period from about 1084
when Thiluin Man
became king  of
Pagan to :
about

e,

'\-u»uu%

1174 when 'Cansu II"og5o> ) (Nara-
pati Sithu) became king.

(8) 'The Burmanisation' (Than
Tun's term) started with Cansu

II (Narapati Sithu) around 1174.
Quite a few times Than Tun
inferred that the Burmans owe a
lot to the Mons linguistically and
culturally. ‘Burmanisation’ started
around 1174 and the Burmese
language Myanmar Sar [g§e>o> Or
should it be/is it ? Bamar Sar ow>oo)
became more in use only in late
12% century.

(9) The Arigyi the supposedly
corrupted ‘monks’ have been de-
based or denigrated by the chron-
iclers. Than Tun argued that the
Ari did not exist before the sup-
posed arrival of ‘pure’ Theravada
Buddhism to Pagan around 1057
(through Shin Arahan) but only in
the 13" century where they were
quite popular at that time. Monks
belonging to that particular sect,
in some religious festivals, drank
liquor and ate meat and that was
about all the ‘deviant’ monks of
the era did. Later chroniclers not
only exaggerated the supposed
shenanigans of the Arigyis but
wrongly assigned the Aris to the
earlier (11™) rather than the 13th
century.

Almost all of the the points
mentioned above do not conform
to what this writer was taught
(until middle school) in the his-
tory texts and in history lessons.

Arguably, it can perhaps be stated
that some if not almost all of
the points summarised above
have not (not) been incorpo-
rated in current middle and
high school texts,

In relatively recent

Myanmar contempo-
rary history

and tobe
‘provincial’,

the writers (perhaps not yet

the ‘chroniclers’) of the eighth
standard history text of 2018-

19 academic year mentioned

the artificial or ‘puffed up’ term
khitpyaung taw hlan yae eac5
slgpéiecdav§es; (‘epoch-changing
revolution'in its literal translation)
to describe the take over of March
1962 and subsequent events that
engulfed if not almost blighted the
country.

The text also used the derog-
atory term pyi pyae [gpSe(g:

(the English translation ‘expa-
triate group’ does not fully convey
the derogatory nature of the term
pyipyae) to describe the followers
of former Prime Minister U Nu
(25 May 1907-14 February 1995)'s
failed rebellion from 1969 to 1980.
Are we still in the Burma Socialist
Programme Party (BSPP) era?
(Incidentally around 2005 I have
seen a paper written in English by
Than Tun and published by the
Myanmar Historical Commission
where he strongly critiqued the
BSPP regime. I have not seen such
critiques by Than Tun written in
the Burmese language).

This writer did mention to
two current full-time and ad-
junct Professors of History about
these anomalies if not distortions
in middle school, high school
history texts. Independently, both
informed me that the middle and
high school history texts are in the
process of being revised.

Even when the new texts are
produced may we really see sub-
stantive and necessary changes
in terminology and orientation
regarding contemporary Burmese
history? Would any of Dr Than
Tun's ‘revised’ and measured
analyses say of the Pagan (Bagan)
era be incorporated in the revised’
history texts ? m
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It's a good ™
N oppon‘uni’ru we
A\\can play chess,

uCk”V; we cah
make friends with
other.

| hafta take. care of There're dos and
wa- don'ts like discipline.

X ol

Cartool 3
Maung Shwe“Win 3 -
| don't wanna stay | do wanna live care-free xtlazi:?fr E;’”cl'fj;;; It's me!
like this i
put i ; and independently. of me- What are you?

“

Which is impor-

| wanna ask for your
tant—handsome or

experience as you've
married for long. not for a husband?

With love or without—which
is important?

Cartoon

Maung Maung Aung

" Most important is 2
husband who can support
ou throughout your life,

Which is important
—poor or not?
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Hibermanom

By Maung Nyein Lu

)
ROST is falling thicker. So, I must
find another den fast. The warm
hibernaculum in that cave is so
packed with over a hundred of
coiling, slimy narrow fellows, having no
room for me. This bulky, spineless body
swells with a fatty rodent inside, and the
surface of the ground is rather slick. No
choice. I have to do sidewinding lum-
beringly, throwing my head forward as
my huge, unwieldy body follows, then
throwing my head forward again. At some
places, some wide scales on my belly grip
the ground while the other scales push my
long, sluggish body forward. Must find an-
other den quick. Yet my movement is slow,
as slow and cumbersome as a poor, preggy
woman climbing up a hill.

The big, fat rat, my fav prey, is now
giving me troubles. My sniffing forked
tongue kept my keen senses alert, direct-
ing me to the dilapidated shed over there,
and I found its hideout, and got the timid
creature right away, with the first strike of
head shot.

More frost is coming down. My mind
slides fast, but my body twists and slithers
rather slowly.

Frost fall signals a warning to the
Serpentes like us, the time for so-called
hibernation. But to tell you the truth, we
don't actually hibernate, but we're just
going through brumation period, that is, we
become less active, sluggish and apathet-
ic, and our metabolism extremely slows
down.

This slimy, heavy body slithering over
the thick frost, I've at last found a den, an
old cave with a very narrow opening. More
frost falls. I mustn't hesitate a second at the
entrance. Must go inside as fast as I can.

Here, inside, it's safe. No frost, no wind.

But the wet floor of the cave is icy cold, like
a sheet of metal. Still feeling chill to the
bone. Slowly I coil myself in a dark corner.

Iregret I've got a heavy meal inside my
tummy. I had no time to have it digested
before the cooling started. Frost fell earlier
than expected. Indeed, having a heavy
meal before the frost falls is no good for
me. I'm now seized with fear my metabo-
lism wouldn't be able to digest it anymore.
Besides, a sudden cold snap has caught me.
I must turn myself a dead, cold stone, and
wait till a little warmth comes back to my
icy veins.

)

My yellow skin is rough and bris-
tly, as if prickly thorns studded all over,
displaying a diamond shaped pattern.
(Some fellows have banded patterns, some
blotched, but others have no identifying
pattern at all.) And my tail rattles, when
agitated. Some narrow fellows have shades
of brown, gray and black to tones of rust,
olive, cream or light pink. Cool, isn't it? Yet
scary enough.

How we narrow fellows hate the cold
weather! Ya know, Nature doesn't favour
us: our scaly skin isn't endowed with a coat
of fur or thick hair to keep ourselves warm.
Of course, the human skin is not that thick

like the buffalo hide (Excuse me for this
simile. Sorry.). But humans are damned
clever, you know. A display of superin-
telligence? More intelligent means more
cunning? They kill the rest of our animal
kingdom, for example, they kill goats, and
wear goat skin, put on beautiful coats of fur,
make a fire and cuddle themselves by the
fireplace. How nice!

By now, I can imagine—ya know, we
ectothermic vertebrates also have the
power of imagination—those humans
must have cowered back indoors, warming
their shivering hands by the fireside. Now
they have confined themselves tight, like
in times of pandemic. Homo sapiens in
hibernation! Ha ... Ha ... And me, here, all
alone, a coiling bundle. Same plight, huh?
It's time humans seriously reflected over
their wretched plight, ya know. They have
doggedly followed the seductive illusions
of Greed the Demon, and destroyed the
beauty and harmony of Nature. That's too
bad. Ironically, it's only when the lockdown
(God forbid it!) comes to our mother earth
that, once again, the sky is blue and the
rivers are pure.

Of course, is there anyone who doesn't
love to be out on nice sunny days after a
long cold? We narrow fellows also enjoy
cuddling ourselves in the warmth of the
yellow sun of March or April, heads pop-
ping out. Imagine of a gorgeous rattlesnake
like me, sunbathing on the fine sand,
wearing sunglasses, like those half-naked,
tanned bodies, sprawling on a sunny beach.

SEE PAGE-S-8
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In fact, hibernation is sorta solitary
confinement, isn't it? [ remember a story of
ayoung man narrated by my mother when I
was a wee little reptile.

“Son,” said my serpent Mom, “humans
are so terrible. Keep that in mind. Once
upon a time, there was a young man who
was thrown into prison for no reason. Poor
guy! With no fair trial, he was sentenced to
his fourteen-summers solitary confinement
in a small square cell! See, it's sorta much
long, long period of hibernation. That young
fellow began to rack his brains about how he
could survive. Anyhow, he must have some
company in his lonely cell”

Sounds interesting. My little glassy eyes
sparkled, my tail rattling, agitated.

“Then,” said my serpent Mom, “he
noticed some crawling little creatures on the
floor and on the wall. Little ants moving their
front and back legs of one side and the mid-
dle leg of the other side together during one
step. Wonderful! He, then, made friends with
these tiny creatures, and happened to talk to
them, like some people talk to their puppies
and pussies, ya know.”

Wow! A smart guy!

“Well," my serpent Mom continued,

“he also had two male and female spiders
with him. He thought to himself, You must
have a name. And he gave them names. He
called the spider couple John and Mary, who,
without much ado, finally got wedded. The
young prisoner played the role of pastor, and
said to the spider bridegroom, “John, repeat
after me. I, John, take thee, Mary be my
wedded wife. .. to have and to hold ... from
this day forward ... for better or worse ... blah,
blah, blah... Ha ... ha... What a wonderful
world! So, that was the way he had survived
those miserable years of solitude till he was
set free on a new year day, thanks to the
amnesty law.’

“Isee," Ireplied, nodding my little ser-
pent head.

“Son,” she said, “stay away from hu-
mans. Give aloud shake of your tail, and
scare them away. Strike only if you're forced
to. We Serpentes are not civilized like Homo
Sapiens, but we are not hostile. We just go
our own way, ya know.”’

Yes, what my serpent Mom said was
right. I must shun those two-legged crea-
tures. As such a creature comes my way,
my forked tongue restlessly senses the
approaching Walking Danger. Of course,
many creatures in the animal kingdom have
to protect their own territory. It is humans,
adopting such a predator’s diabolical atti-
tude, who always encroach, cut down the
forests and set the forests aflame. Where on
earth could we find space for our little hide-
outs? Nevermore.

D'you know the awesome example of
Robin Redbreasts? Of course, the poor chicks
of these little birdies are what we narrow fel-
lows like to devour. The little mother birds,
as well as the father birds, are a bit smaller
than a man’s fist, but I salute them for their
courage, for strictly safeguarding their own
nests, their territory. As another bird is about
to encroach his territory, the little robin puffs
up his little, mighty scarlet chest, his head
arched backwards, with wings outstretched.
(Ya know, just like a male peacock spreading
out his tail feathers and eyespots out on dis-
play to impress a female.) So, the undaunted,
little robin scares away any intruder, big or
small, until the last-ditch fight comes. He
getsinto a fight_only as the last resort.

How about the most intelligent crea-
tures of the animal kingdom? They encroach,
they rob things for some lame excuses, ob-
sessed with greed. Yes, Greed has swallowed
their heart and soul, and turned them into
demons in disguise. Of course, they might
boast about their mottos and ethics like
“Man has his own boundary line; so does the
Ogre”. But ya know, humans seldom practise
what they preach. No wonder, there follow
the endless wars of the civilized worlds!

(I

Frost doesn't cease. Sort of air frost. Like
a wreath of white roses, it builds up, bit by
bit, around the narrow opening of the cave
I've now tucked myself in.

I feel something wrong in my tummy.
That big, dead rat, like a hard ball of solid
metal inside, now gives me troubles! My
muscles can't crush its bones any more. I'm
breathing hard. The cold is cutting my veins.
My frozen metabolism has slowed down too
much. My vision blurs. Do I see a white pall
flying in the air? Or is it a sheet of frost before
my eyes?

Now Iregret. The food inside my body
should have been digested before this frost
disaster struck. It's too late.

Isit the irony of Life? I kill and eat my
prey, and now my dead prey is the call of
Death.

I know my last breath is coming_

A musical piece? The vibrations of a
chanting? My heart misses a beat. I have no
external ears, but the inner ears inside my
head, attached to my jaw bones, can receive
the vibrations of the sounds. Where does
it come from? A Buddhist monk’s solemn
words, wafting through the sharp, frosty
air! How blissful! How lucky to listen to the
golden words at this very moment!

“... Buddham saranam Gacchami”

A pause. Unaware, I repeat after the
words, in a hissing sound: “Buddham saran-
am Gacchami.” The silent cave echoes my
faint utterance, the very first utterance ever

chanted in my life!

“Dhammam saranam Gacchami”

A pause. Unaware, I repeat: “Dhammam
saranam Gacchami.”

“Sangham saranam Gacchami”

Unaware, I repeat: “Sangham saranam
Gacchami.” The whole cave vibrates with my
chanting. How I feel liberated! How peaceful!
I praise the life of humans! What a blessed
life would it be for a human to have a golden
chance like this to listen to the Golden
Words!

Then a strong blast of wind blows. I can't
hear anything. After along pause, I hear the
vibrating words of the Dhamma once again. I
take heed to what I hear.

“... To make our mind suitable for med-
itation, one of the things we need to dois to
reflect on death. Life is very short, very soon
we'll be gone, considering our age here. For
some, very soon, life will be over. If we have
awareness and clarity before we die, we can
reflect on what we have done in life....

A heavy frost interrupts, and the voice
isblurred. Ilisten attentively. Now I hear the
Golden Words once again.

“...Iwanted to die mindfully. I wanted to
die meditating. That was the only thing that
gave me some peace of mind, something I
could rely on, all the other things were not
around me anymore...

Now I think I must seize this moment,
my last moment, to heed the Golden Words.

“Shallow breath in, and out..." ITam
now taking a shallow breath in, and out.

“... Thoughts coming, going. Let your
thoughts come and go... Be aware of your
thoughts now coming, now going, be aware
of your Vedana or sensations rising, rising,
now disappearing_”

Yes, I'm aware of the cold now rising,
rising. And I'm aware of the pain rising. Pain
rising, pain rising ...

“Shallow breath again, in and out..”

Yes, I take a shallow breath in, and out
from moment to moment. How long have
Ibeen doing this mindful practice? A flash
of amental picture of the world in cheerful
sunshine. I'm aware of the thought coming
in, and going out. I'm aware of the cold now
going, going. Pain rising now, pain going ...
This body is our vehicle for awakening...

“Be mindful. Shallow breath in, and
out...”

Now I see dazzling rays shining through
the darkness. Yes, I'm aware of dazzling rays.
In my mind'’s eye, the blue flame of a yellow
candle is now snuffed out. Like a thin wisp
of white smoke, my life now leaves this
spineless burden. I can see my lifeless body
down there from above. My old skin of Life
is shed, and I'm now drifting, floating into a

new life ... e

FROM PAGE-S-3

After the dinner,
Nyi Maung washed all
of the dishes, which
he said it is his duty.
Though I tried to help
him, Nyi Maung and
his parents didn't
allow me to do so as
I'm a guest.

He took me to the
beautiful places in
his village. Though it
is avillage. It is like a
sub-township. There
are a high school, a
station hospital, and
a police station in the
big village. Nyi Maung
said his village would
be a town soon.

I saw their
family’s love and
happiness. When we
went back to Maubin,
I asked Nyi Maung
what is the main
cause of their family’s
happiness. He smiled
and replied, “it is
unconditional love.”
He said this word in
English. If I confess, I
never heard this word
before.

Ilater found
this word in a book.
Unconditional love
is to love without
conditions. With the
appearance of Nyi
Maung's family in my
mind’s eyes, I silently
said “Life is love. It is
unconditional love.”

As we are emo-
tional beings, we have
to experience loves in
various forms. “Love”
can make our lives
both happy and tragic.

Because of a tragic
love, we shouldn't
give up on our lives.

Also, don't forget
to pursue an uncondi-
tional love.

May your life be
filled with uncon-
ditional love and
happiness.
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